Massachusetts Bay Company
[mmigrants to New England
1629—1630
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CH J“L-MRFRSH!P: “Thomas Dudley deputy governar” was

CHURL” Vet
4dmitted 10 Boston church as member #2, which would be at its founding
1630 [BChR 13]. “Dorothy Dudley the wife of Thomas Dudley” was
sdmitted to Boston church as member #12 in 1630 [BChR 13].

sMr. Thomas Dudly” and “Mrs. Dorothy Dudly” were admitted to
soxbury Church in early 1639 [RChR 84].
FREEMAN: 25 May 1636 [MBCR 1:372]. (This was merely a formality,
s he was already a freeman by virtue of his office of Assistant in
England before 1630.)
EDUCATION: “[H]e was trained up in some Latin school ‘by the care of
Mrs. Purefoy’” and “‘became a clerk to his kinsman Judge Nicolls, under
whose instruction he acquired much skill in the law” [NEHGR 10:133].
An annotated list of the books and pamphlets enumerated in his
iventory was published in 1858 [NEHGR 12:355-56]-
OFFICES: On 20 October 1629, “Mr. Tho[mas] Dudley” was elected an
Assistant of the Massachusetts Bay Company in London [MBCR 1:60].

Governor of Massachusetts Bay, 14 May 1634, 13 May 1640, 14 May
1645, 22 May 1650 [MBCR 1:117, 288, 2:97, 3.9, 182, 4:1:1]. Deputy
govemor, 23 March 1629/30, 18 May 1631, 9 May 1632, 29 May 1633,
11 May 1637, 2 May 1638, 22 May 1639, 6 May 1646, 26 May 1647, 10
May 1648, 2 May 1649, 7 May 1651, 27 May 1652 [MBCR 1:70, 87,95,
1045, 195, 227, 256, 2:146, 187, 238, 265, 3:61, "9% 4
258, 4:1:36, 76], Assistant, 6 May 1635, 25 May 1636, 2 June 16‘*{?;415
'I‘;Y 1642, 10 May 1643, 20 May 1644, 18 May 1633 [MBCR 1:1%

:319,2:1, 33, 66, 3:2].

Commissioner for Massachusetts Bay

10 May 1643, 26 May 1647,

» Roxbury by 638 [Wp

to the United Colonies of New

1649 [MBCR 2:35, 38,
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, 3:104, 146; PCR 9:8, 9, 84, 139]- {and, 6 May 1646,

Yassachusetts Bay to the United Colonies of New Eng
121]. Committee © “peruse the

10
May 1648 [MBCR 2:146, 239, 3:62,
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WW;’;&;&W 1651, “whereas by two former grants of this court, our
: éﬁlw Deputy Governor Thomas Dudley, Esq., had granted
IO feen hundred acres of land, about four miles from Concord
0 i is not expresed how far the said 1500 acres should go along by
o er's side ..., this court, in answer to his request, doth order, that
e T a0 acres so granted to him shall be laid out two miles & a half
Wﬁm@r’s side, & so that he may make up the said 1500 acres
| ﬁw ver’s side to the landward” [MBCR 3:246-47, 290, 4:1:76,
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Roxbury” requested that “my body ... be_..hun_e_d- near my first
presentwifc;be living at my death?” and, attemptlng.to dlvxfle.
%asjhstly- and equally as I can contrive it, between themty
Thor uc my grandchildren (Whom

. Dudley & John Dudley my &34 100 o cathed as |
Roxd 5
|

= f:-::-:'

e .
3 P e .:_.? - =






Thomas Dudley

4

283

fmy youngest children, “I recall
odh,enll"‘,ll.,... a sixth part out of every share itzh(ii?

¥ ehild™ " them, and do |
e 1 given unto them, an do hereby give & n

fact from
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h by my ill 1 tag
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" xth e youngest chi cvery of t
,10““”' Ehter Sarah PE'.C}:" i thtl.()ﬂlerg are.” “Mr, Jehne:fn%wen them to
g il saying it was “found in the chest of the Sa:d 1‘_’}'1:.;;*;;1 gf‘ oved
as Dudle

qtly after his deceased, under lock & key” [SPR 1:76-81; I~I‘E_HGy
176-81; R

§297) -
iqventory of the estate of “Thom: )
?:%53, totalled £1560 10s. 1d., of awshg‘lid}:egf)g i il
Augh® fon oty ot . 8s. 6d. w
fa neck Of;am’il}n KEKUET)" now in the occupation of m::i-rﬁa‘
» £200; “a dwe ing house & a bamn & i T
:?;Ids & the homelot in Roxbery,” £150; “a mﬁf a:) l&h;;:;iswi E:‘i
pouse & 15 acres of land & 2 debt of Thomas Mayhewe’s,” £340; and
+|28%5 acres of woodland lying in the common,” £6 8s. 6d. ,[SPR 2131-
3
}On 10 September 1653, “t0 2 question propounded by the executors
of the last will & testament of Thomas Dudley, late [of] Roxbury, Esq..
whether his estate should be liable to the country levy now to be
gihered, the court resolves in the negative” BCR 3:329, 4:1:174). At
e same court, “in answer to the request of Mr. Bradstreet, Major
General Denison, & the executors, in the behalf of others of Mr.
Dudley’s children & grandchildren, power is hereby given & granted 0
the parents & guardians of the said children, to let, sell or dispose of
Watertowne mill for the use of the heirs, & with their consent” [MB
- 3330,4:1:178]. On 22 May 1661, “in answer to the mOto? & request O
- WilliaJm Parkes, one of the executors of the last will
h worthy Thomas Dudly, Esq., the court judgeth 1t meet 10 refer
ﬁmtmed in his request, which is 0P file, to th
e County Court of Suffolke” [MBCR 4:2:9)
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| by 1632 - 1677 names son-in-law Joseph Dudley). ugust
> {1630, . pAUL DUDLEY, bp. Roxbury 8 September 1650 [RCHR 1151,
Ey Byley m. by 1676 Mary Leverett, daughter of JOHN LEVERETT.
444). COMMENTS: Many attempts have been made to place Ri
g ; oger Dudley,
sgtm fgher of the 'mﬂ,nfam’- tllilto the large and prominent Dudley fmnilyezf
treet England, but without SUCCess.
of Anne In his autobiograp ical sketch, written for his i ;
te, Anne Denison, SON of WILLIAM DENISON and son-in-law of Thom:s
ind Ann | maey,lmd the following to say of his in-laws:
w York MrThomas Dudley ... was a principal undertaker of this
R _Pmuon of the Massachusetts and one of those first comers in
Imfldfil ﬂn}'w 1630 that brought over the Patent, and settled the
cfthls i gummmsnt hf,rc. He came over Deputy Governor, and was
ool  afterwards - diverse times Governor. He then lived at
hﬂim‘ﬂj ° 3;" _ removed to Ipswich, where he stayed but one year,
S o led again to live in the Bay, which then could not
help. He settled himself at Roxbury, where he
life about the 30th day of July in the
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L lﬂ. deciai"c‘ ity lxuuvll-ll-lunl DCVET again to 'tive with her as
dohll’]sb and. What maintenance yourself expects I know not.
?[his I know (to my cost and danger) she has unwived herself
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o] Rogers passed some of the gossip on to John Winthrop in a
at Rowley on 8 November 1647:
o [ thought myself bound to acquaint you that there is not a
¢ discourse raised, and by some, offence taken, at the late

= i ted by the Court. How weighty a business that is,
b dlv?rfl:e%ira;ot tell you, so I would humbly desire that. some
3 asmse may be taken so as 10 clear the court’s pl'O(-‘,etdlng? as
E:c;r' f;at rumors might be stopped, and letters of mistake into
it to
d orevented [WP 5:189].

e TE: gnl::fs F%rom England in the words of Brampton Gurdon Sr. p;:
')iflagt another light on things, as he wrote from Assington 6 June 1649 to Jo
E i Here goes some speech of a N.E. couple that latelydca{r:::
my from thence the husband first, and then the wife ’fo:llowreﬁll la. o
nd with what goods she could get together but we]‘feaThe &
y’s goods miscarried and she escaped fmly with her \; ;{;SC e
oh was Cane’s son a cloak seller in Birching Lane,led ot b, oni
ith was Mr. Willson’s sister. The woman 15 return: O e will
eir resolves there to take another husband. Ilhﬂpe i

ot tolerate such wicked actions [WP 5:351].
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