
 

 
Life and Family of  
Zechariah Boodey 

 

 
A New Perspective 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jonathan Boody - 2022 



2 

 

Life and Family of Zechariah Boodey  Jonathan Boody - 2022 

Introduction 

 
Robert Boodey Caverly, in his book, The Annals of the Boodeys in New England, published in 
1880, recorded the traditional story of Zechariah Boodey’s arrival in America, his possible origins 
and the early generations of his family in America. Caverly was born July 19, 1806, in Barrington, 
N.H., the son of Betsey Boodey. Betsey herself was also born in Barrington on May 11, 1763, and 
was the daughter of Azariah Boodey and the grand-daughter of Zechariah.  It can be assumed 
that, due to his proximity to the old family home, Caverly grew up knowing many of the elder 
Boodeys, some of whom may have related the traditional early stories to him when he was a 
child. It stands to reason that, given his later research and publishing accomplishments, young 
Robert as a bright and inquisitive child had taken an interest in his forebears and listened 
intently to the stories from the elder Boodeys. These people would undoubtedly have been 
tremendous sources of family history. Caverly wrote that there were few written records of 
Zechariah, so these stories must have served as the basis for much of what Robert eventually 
wrote. These stories have largely held since they were recorded in Caverly’s genealogical work 
in 1880, copied repeatedly since that time as fact with little scrutiny. What follows below 
examines and revises much of what Caverly related, based on new research and facts, along 
with some speculation which is noted as such. While this may help paint a more accurate picture 
of Zechariah’s true narrative, it also still leaves a good deal of mystery for future generations to 
ponder. 
 
The Name 
 
The spelling of words in early New England records was often not consistent, with some words 
spelled differently between documents, and sometimes even within a document. Writers 
frequently came up with spelling that was phonetically somewhat accurate, if not always 
uniform. This carried over into names as well. The names Boodey and Boody are used 
interchangeably throughout early eighteenth-century documents. It appears spelling of the 
name became more uniform toward the end of the eighteenth-century, with the New 
Hampshire branches of the family keeping the “e”, while the Maine branch, pioneered by the 
Reverend Robert Boody, dropped the “e”. Boodey, with the “e”, is believed to be the dominant 
or preferred spelling for the early generations and is therefore the default for this document, 
except in instances when quoting records that used the alternate version. 
 
The Story 
 
The story that Caverly related, in summary, is that Zechariah had jumped from a French ship in 
Boston Harbor in 1695 at a young age. He then made his way up to Dover, in the New 
Hampshire Colony, where he hid in a barn to avoid capture and certain death for his desertion. 
Once the scheduled time of his ship’s departure passed, and the threat to him abated, he 
emerged and settled in a section of the town which eventually became known as Madbury. 
Zechariah built a 175-acre farm and raised a family of eight daughters and one son, with a 
“Yankee Lady, unknown to the records”. He lived out the remainder of his life in Madbury, dying 
there at “an advanced age” in 1755.  
 
An assumption that Mr. Caverly learned these stories when he was a child and carried them with 
him until he wrote his book when he was 74 years old is mere speculation. There is no doubt 
though that he was an expert on the Boodey family of his own time, having documented 
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hundreds of Zechariah Boodey’s descendants and compiled a massive amount of biographical 
information, long before the advent of internet searches or even extensively published 
information. Robert Caverly was a romantic, however, and wrote with dramatic flourish and 
superlative, referring to Zechariah as “valiant boy adventurer” and “our Hero.” He often related 
stories in the form of poetry. His descriptions of Zechariah’s flight from Boston and his success 
at setting forth a family while taming the wilds of his own part of the new world seem overly 
dramatic and epic. Caverly built Zechariah into a paternalistic monument for his descendants to 
admire in awe. While Zechariah’s true story likely did entail some amount of courage, drama 
and adventure, as would be expected of just about anyone traveling from Europe to build a new 
life in America at the time, some realities of his life might have been more average or ordinary 
than Caverly’s rendition of his story would suggest.  
 
Origins and Arrival 
 
Zechariah’s true origins remain a mystery as records have yet to be found to provide even a hint 
of his early whereabouts. Caverly suggested he was about 18 years old when he arrived in 1695, 
giving him an estimated birth year of around 1677. Given the known and estimated years of his 
children’s births, beginning probably as early as 1710 and running into the mid-1720s, 1677 is on 
the early side but is still within a realistic range. Church records from the late seventeenth-
century are still intact and complete in many parts of Western Europe, so it is possible that a 
record of Zechariah’s baptism might still exist. Unfortunately though, most of those records are 
still not easily accessible or indexed. Without knowing the town or region he came from, finding 
existing records would still be virtually impossible today.  
 
Caverly stated that Zechariah was “from an invariable tradition” of French origin. Unlike dates or 
other specific details, which become fuzzy or completely lost over time, a person’s national 
heritage is more likely to be remembered, so it is reasonable to believe the story of Zechariah’s 
French background was accurate. Whether or not he actually was from France, or if he came 
directly from France to Massachusetts is a different matter.  
 
The traditional story holds that Zechariah deserted a French ship in Boston, a major colonial city 
firmly under British control. While conflict between England and France in America is often 
associated with the French and Indian Wars later in the eighteenth-century, France and England 
had been in a state of war off and on for several centuries. The Nine Years War, a conflict for 
religious and economic dominance between France and numerous European powers, including 
England, was actively fought between 1688 and 1697. The war was engaged on numerous fronts 
in Europe, as well as North America, New England in particular, where it was known as King 
William’s War. It was therefore very unlikely that a French ship of any sort had entered Boston 
Harbor under its own flag at that time. Perhaps though a French man-of-war or a merchant ship 
was captured by the British and brought to the harbor, and flight from that ship might have 
been the only way to avoid an uncertain fate. While possible, this does not seem probable. 
There are several alternatives to this theory.  
 
While Massachusetts and New Hampshire were both firmly held British colonies, France was 
also a major colonial power in the area, with colonial cities less than 300 miles to the north, in 
Quebec, part of what was then known as New France.  By 1689 the population of New France 
had topped 15,000, and was clearly an easy entry point for French citizens.1 The French military 
had also used New France as an entry point and as a launching point for raids on English 
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settlements to the south. King William’s War was actively fought in southern Maine and New 
Hampshire around the time of Zechariah’s purported arrival in Madbury in 1695, with one raid, 
known as The Oyster River Massacre, actually occurring in Durham, N.H., on July 18, 1694.2 It’s 
perhaps possible that Zechariah had deserted his military unit while campaigning somewhere in 
New England in the 1690s, with the story evolving over time, although again, this is a bit of a 
stretch.  
 
It is quite possible that Zechariah’s family did not come from France after all. There are many 
records of families named Boody or Boodey, along with some similar variations, throughout 
England in the seventeenth-century. In addition, a perusal of online databases finds no records 
of anyone specifically named Zechariah born in France in the period between 1650 and 1700, 
but numerous who were born in England. Similar versions of the name did exist in France at the 
time, but Zechariah is clearly the Anglicized version. This is not to say though that Zechariah 
couldn’t have anglicized his name upon arrival to better fit in. 
 
Regardless of his origins, it is very unlikely Zechariah showed up unannounced in Dover in 1695, 
squatting on a large piece of land and setting about building a life for himself. Dover was the 
earliest permanent settlement in New Hampshire, having been founded in 1623 by a group of 
fishmongers from London. By the late-seventeenth-century Dover was a large and growing town 
with the population passing 200 before the century was out.3 Much of the land in town was 
already divided up amongst numerous established families, with further land grants coming in 
1694 and again in 1701. Setting up shop as a stranger on open land in Dover, while others in 
town with lengthier and more impressive credentials followed set protocols for obtaining land, 
would certainly not sit well with the established residents and is an unrealistic scenario. 
 
Being an uninvited stranger to town makes that scenario all the more unlikely. Residents of 
many New England towns, Dover included, were wary of strangers. Countless French and Indian 
raids over the years resulted in the loss of many lives and the loss of many people taken away as 
captives, not to mention burned houses and fields and stolen property. Strangers represented 
possible danger and were not readily welcomed. Strangers also represented financial liability. 
Despite the romantic notion of a pioneer clearing land, setting up a farm and getting on with his 
life, establishing a farm on virgin forest land was not a simple task. Doing so quickly and easily 
was nearly impossible. New arrivals often had to depend on the existing community for some 
degree of support, a community that itself was trying to manage through their own tough 
economic circumstances. In many cases strangers were “warned out” and escorted out of the 
town where they were encouraged to move along and try their luck elsewhere.4  A Dover town 
ordinance, recorded on April 22, 1695, states “…by reason of severall persons receiving and 
intertaining of strangers belonging to other places and there by having exposed ye town to great 
charge and expense…” a fine of fifteen shillings was imposed upon anyone in town who had 
received a stranger into their family without first consulting with the town’s selectmen.5 Of 
course, an argument could be made that Zechariah himself may have been one of the strangers 
referenced by that town ordinance, but the ordinance also implies he would not have been 
warmly welcomed by the town in general and allowed free-reign to establish himself on open 
land as he pleased. 
 
That said though, Zechariah eventually did make his way into Dover and did create a household 
and raise a family. For those without strong financial means, the easiest and most common 
route to establishing residency was to start under the employ of an existing resident and land 



5 

 

Life and Family of Zechariah Boodey  Jonathan Boody - 2022 

owner. This was almost certainly the path that Zechariah took when he arrived, likely having 
already been contracted as an employee before actually arriving in Dover. It’s even possible 
Zechariah came to America as an indentured servant and was contracted before he left Europe. 
If this were the case Zechariah would have been obligated to perform slave-level labor for up to 
seven years to pay off passage expenses, with very few individual rights.6 This situation would 
help explain a sizeable lapse in time from when he supposedly arrived in 1695, to when he 
married and started up a family, closer to 1705 – 1710. Whether he was “free” of servitude 
when he arrived, or gained freedom later, Zechariah would likely not have enjoyed great 
fortunes, at least not right away. There is no doubt that he and his family had eventually 
become a free and productive part of Dover’s society, but he likely remained relatively poor for 
much of his life. 
 
Religion 
 
Zechariah’s true religious affiliation is not certain, although he probably came from a Protestant 
background. If Zechariah was born into Catholicism, the official state religion of France at the 
time and practiced by the vast majority of French people, he must have outwardly rejected it, if 
not before his arrival then definitely after. Amongst other reasons, Catholicism was essentially 
banned in colonial New Hampshire, to an extent that in 1696 the New Hampshire General 
Assembly imposed a test oath in which residents were required to swear allegiance to the 
Protestant faith, under pain of fine or imprisonment.7 While no records of his direct affiliation 
with a Protestant church have surfaced, at least five of his children, along with his wife, were all 
baptized by a Protestant minister in Oyster River. Zechariah could not have openly practiced 
Catholicism in New Hampshire and probably would not have been readily welcomed if he was a 
true Catholic at heart, nor would he himself have opted to move into such a staunchly 
Protestant society.   
 
One of the greatest drivers of French migration in the sixteenth- and seventeenth-centuries was 
the yearning for freedom from religious persecution. During this period Protestants in France, 
also mostly known as Huguenots, had been fleeing violence and persecution at the hands of 
Catholics throughout the kingdom. In many cases Protestants were slaughtered en masse, most 
notably in the St. Bartholomew’s Massacre in 1572, but also in countless other violent incidents 
through the years since. Many Protestants fled to foreign countries such as England, Holland, 
Geneva and Switzerland, where their religious beliefs were tolerated and welcomed. Many of 
the displaced Frenchmen ultimately removed to America, some after several generations as 
exiles in Europe. The Edict of Nantes in 1598 had helped temper hostility toward Protestants in 
France, but in October 1685, King Louis XIV signed the Edict of Fontainebleau, revoking the Edict 
of Nantes and effectively banning Protestantism in France. This edict also prohibited Protestants 
from emigrating.8 The following year the king boasted that his policies had reduced the 
Protestant population in France to as low as 1,000 to 1,500.9 Clearly, the Protestants who 
wanted to leave France had for the most part already done so before 1695. 
 
It is very unlikely Zechariah, with a Protestant background, left France for America in 1695. It’s 
also unlikely that he left France as a Catholic with an ultimate destination of Protestant New 
England. His family had almost certainly left France prior to 1695, possibly long before Zechariah 
was born, settling into exile with masses of like-minded Huguenots, elsewhere in Europe.  
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Land Ownership 
 
Robert Caverly’s narrative suggested that Zechariah had been a squatter who had simply fenced 
in 175 acres of “excellent farm of wild lands” where he built a cabin and cleared the land, “soon 
turning them into fair fields and green pastures”. This was a very romantic image of a hard-
working New Englander taming the wild and virgin lands into a sort of bucolic paradise. As 
pointed out earlier though, it is very unlikely Zechariah did actually squat on and improve 175 
acres of his own land in Dover. No property or title deeds exist in the Rockingham County 
Registry of Deeds, which is largely complete and thorough, to indicate an acquisition or sale of 
this land. Nor is any mention made in Dover Town Records, which are also largely complete and 
include details of hundreds of land grants, surveys and transactions. If this rather substantial 
land grant, or subsequent sale, did occur it was somehow ignored by the town’s land surveyors 
who had meticulously recorded hundreds of mostly significantly smaller land grants and sales in 
great detail. It is also noted that in those hundreds of land surveys documented between 1693 
and 1758, which often defined property boundaries in part by the boundaries of neighboring 
properties, not once is Zechariah named as the owner of a neighboring property. Rather than 
being a large land-owner himself, Zechariah and his family likely found a safe home and work 
through accommodating landowners who needed cheap labor on their own farms.  
 
While life for the Zechariah Boodey family in the early eighteenth-century in Dover was far from 
pastoral, in time the family did eventually obtain land. The Dover Town Records include details 
of a major land grant made on July 8, 1734. The purpose of this land grant was “to Dispose of 
the Common Lands within the Town of Dover to the Inhabitants of said Town.”10 The land was 
divided up into shares consisting of 30 acres. Many inhabitants received a full share, while many 
more received a half, third or sixth share. Zechariah’s name was included in the group who 
received a third share, or ten acres. It was these same ten acres in Dover that six of Zechariah’s 
daughters sold to their brother, Azariah, on November 18, 1758, the deed stating “Ten acres of 
land granted by the town of Dover in the last division in said town to our Hond Father Zechariah 
Boodey”.11 It is also the same ten acres that Azariah sold to Ebenezer Demeritt several months 
later on April 3, 1759, for £1,200. On that same day in 1759 Azariah purchased 60 acres of land 
in nearby Barrington for £1,500, thus ending the only recorded Boodey land ownership in 
Dover.12 
 
Death 
 
According to Robert Caverly, Zechariah died at “an advanced age” in about the year 1755 in 
Madbury, NH. However, the 1734 land grant as described above actually stated the third share 
of land went “To the Estate of 
Zack Boody”, indicating he was 
deceased by the date of the grant 
and that the grant actually went to 
his heirs instead. This would help 
explain why it was Azariah’s sisters 
(and their husbands) who sold their share of this ten-acre grant to him in 1758. In this case the 
land appears to have been given to Zechariah Boody’s heirs as a group, likely with equally 
divided ownership, as would have been required by multigeniture inheritance laws which were 
in effect in most New England colonies, including New Hampshire.13 If Zechariah had taken 
ownership of the land himself in 1734 he almost certainly would have bequeathed the land 
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directly to only one of his children, likely Azariah, by inheritance. Wording in Azariah’s 1759 
deed of sale of this land also supports this by specifying that the land was granted to his father 
“formerly Dec’d”, implying he had died before the land was granted.  

 
 
The 1734 records included at least a dozen grants “to the estate of”. While not specifically 
stated in the Dover town records, similar records in numerous surrounding towns included 
grants “to the estate of”, but also included the word “deceased” after the grantee’s name. Some 
of the grantees in Dover were identified as deceased in subsequent land surveys requested by 
their heirs, while actual or estimated death dates are available for some others. For those whom 
death dates have been identified, they died anywhere between about 1722 and several weeks 
prior to the date of the land grants in 1734, so those particular grants did not go exclusively to 
the recently deceased. It appears the town may have been, at least in part, looking out for the 
welfare of fatherless families with these grants. The youngest of Zechariah’s children was 
probably born about 1725, so it can be deduced that Zechariah died sometime between 1725 
and early 1734, and not 1755 as Caverly reported.  
 
It is worth noting that Caverly, when he wrote about the 1759 deed of sale for the Madbury 
property, omitted the word “formerly” from an otherwise exact quote from the original 
document. While this was perhaps a simple oversight on his part, Caverly, an educated and 
successful attorney, must certainly have seen this same word in the original and must have 
understood the implication it would have had on his assertion that Zechariah died in 1755. 
 
Other evidence also indicates Zechariah had died prior to 1755. A petitioned for a separation of 
Madbury from Dover into an independent parish was signed by 61 Dover residents on May 13, 
1743. Zechariah’s name was not included on this petition, while his 22-year-old son did sign it.14  
 
With Zechariah’s death being 21 to 30 years earlier than had been believed for so long, the 
understanding of the dynamics of his family’s life and his overall life in general fundamentally 
changes. By 1755 all of Zechariah’s children would have been adults and he would have had 
numerous grandchildren, some possibly in their teens. The family would have been more 
knowledgeable of his background and his story. More detail about his life would have been 
passed on to subsequent generations, including from Zechariah’s eldest grandchildren, some of 
whom Robert Caverly would have known when he was young. In reality, Zechariah’s children 
were young when their father died, the eldest perhaps in early adulthood while others possibly 
so young they didn’t even have any meaningful memories of their father. They were too young 
to inquire deeply into their father’s past or accurately recall what little they did learn from him. 
Zechariah’s past was probably to some degree a mystery to even his own children. Zechariah 
died at least ten years before Robert Caverly’s eldest living relatives were even born. Caverly 
had never met anyone who had truly known Zechariah, so at no point in his life could he have 
ever received any first-hand knowledge from others about his early ancestor. Any information 
that was passed on to him was anecdotal, sketchy at best.  
 
It was not unusual at the time for fathers to die and leave a young family behind. But that fact 
does not take away the void and the heartache the family must have felt, or change the financial 
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ramifications of the situation. The Boodey family was not necessarily destitute, but they 
undoubtedly faced challenges with their main means of support gone. In most cases where a 
family lost their father other family members or the community itself stepped in to help the 
widow and young children. Zechariah’s own family was presumably nonexistent in America. 
Assuming Zechariah’s wife was from the Dover area it would be likely that members of her 
family provided some degree of support. The land granted in 1734 signaled possible community 
support as well. It is important that this family stayed in and around Madbury after Zechariah 
died, the children needed their family and community support while becoming productive 
members of that community at a young age. There is no doubt that the early years for 
Zechariah’s children were not at all easy. 
 
Family 
 
The Oyster River baptism records from 1717 mentioned above included an adult named 
Elizabeth Boodey.15 It’s fairly safe to assume that Elizabeth was Zechariah’s wife and the mother 
of at least some of his children. She does not show up in any other records, however, so her 
identity remains a complete mystery. While it is possible her father or other relative of hers 
mentioned her or her children in their will or some other document, so far no such mention has 
been found. Without any further detail about her life it is impossible to determine if she was the 
mother of all of Zechariah’s children or if she herself had other children through another 
husband. 
 
Robert Caverly listed nine children, eight daughters and one son, in his book. The son, Azariah, 
was the paternal ancestor of the Boodey or Boody family in New England and Caverly provided 
thorough detail about him and his descendants. On the other hand, he provided almost no 
detail about any of Zechariah’s daughters, with only the name of a husband provided for most. 
Records of these daughters are scarce and in some cases only assumptions are possible. It is 
assumed that all of Zechariah’s living children signed the deed of sale of Zechariah’s land grant 
to Azariah Boodey on November 18, 1758. Between that and Caverly’s book, we have a 
framework for Zechariah’s family, but these still do not provide much detail. More detailed facts 
and some theorized information for each child are outlined below: 
 
Elizabeth:  Likely born between 1710 and early 1717 and baptized March 31, 1716/7, in Oyster 
River.15 Caverly suggested she married Ebenezer Pitman, who died before November 1758. 
While there are numerous records of a Pitman family in the Durham area throughout the late 
Seventeenth and early Eighteenth Centuries, including an Ebenezer born in Durham around 
1670, a record of a contemporary Ebenezer Pitman has not yet been found. The 1758 Azariah 
deed states Elizabeth was living in Durham. She does not show up in any further record. 
 
Betty: No early records of Betty have been found. Baptism records have not been located, nor 
was she named in the deed selling Zechariah’s grant to Azariah in 1758, which is odd since she 
would have been at least 24 years old at that time and would have been an equal party to her 
named sisters in the ownership of the ten acres in Madbury. The only time she is found in 
records was on January 22, 1777, when she married James Rowe of Barrington.16 In that record 
she was listed as “of Madbury”. Betty (or Betsy) is a common diminutive form of Elizabeth, 
which was likely her actual given name.  Giving two children the same name was highly unusual 
in America at the time and almost certainly would have been done only if they had different 
mothers, which was possible, or if the first sibling of that name died, which is not the case here. 
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Betty would have been at least 43 years old when she married, and that is on the assumption 
she was born in 1734 when her father, if still alive at that time, would have been about 57 years 
old. In reality, Betty was likely born much earlier than 1734, making her older than mid-40s 
when she married. This would have been a very unusual age for a first marriage and indicates 
the possibility this was a second or third marriage for her. The evidence here suggests that Betty 
Boodey was probably Elizabeth Boodey, widow of Ebenezer Pitman, and not a separate 
daughter of Zechariah. No further records have been found to substantiate this theory however. 
 
Charity: Likely born between 1710 and early 1717 and baptized March 31, 1716/7, in Oyster 
River.17 She married Captain Abednego Leathers. He was born about 1701 in or near Durham 
and baptized by Rev. Hugh Adams on March 28, 1725.18 Charity died before December 18, 1783, 
likely in Durham, as Abednego was mentioned with another wife, named Hannah, in a deed on 
that date.19 Charity and Abednego lived in Durham where he is frequently mentioned in deeds 
and other real estate transactions, including a deed of sale of land to Benjamin Jenkins of 
Durham dated November 25, 1754, in which Charity is named as his wife.20  

 
 
Abednego and Charity did not have any surviving children.  A guardianship deposition dated 
March 22, 1802, when Abednego was “reported to be upwards of the age of one hundred 
years” stated that he “has no child, and no other relation who is compellable by law to take care 
of the said Leathers, or to provide for his support”.21 His second wife, Hannah, died July 8, 1800, 
in Durham.22 His will bequeathed personal items “which belonged to my first wife”, to his niece, 
Charity Leathers.23 Abednego died June 3, 1802, reportedly at the age of 101.24  
 
Mary: Not mentioned by name in Caverly’s book, Mary was likely born between 1710 and early 
1717 and then baptized March 31, 1716/7, in Oyster River.25 She was not named in the deed 
selling Zechariah’s grant to Azariah. Mary may have been the daughter for whom Caverly did not 
have a name, and who was reported to have died at a young age. 
 
Sarah: Likely born after her sisters were baptized in 1717, probably in 1718, and baptized 
September 7, 1718, in Oyster River.26 Sarah died sometime after October 22, 1766. She married 
Benjamin Jenkins likely before May 1751, when the first of their children was baptized, and 
definitely before May 18, 1754, when she was named in a deed along with her husband on the 
sale of land to Abednego Leathers in Durham.27 Benjamin Jenkins was the son of Stephen 
Jenkins and Elizabeth Dean of Durham, and is mentioned as such in several deeds between 
Stephen Jenkins and several of his sons. He was baptized, along with his mother and four of his 
siblings, on March 29, 1719, by Rev. Hugh Adams in Oyster River.28 Per a deed dated June 18, 
1741, Benjamin had received land from his father as early as 1739.29 Benjamin was consistently 
referred to as Husbandman or Yeoman in various deeds, but was also referred to as a 
cordwainer (shoe maker) in a deed dated July 8, 1762, when he sold his land and home in 
Durham to Thomas Tash.30  
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He next appears as a cordwainer in a deed dated July 22, 1763, in which he purchased land in 
Pembroke, NH, from Stephen Swett.31 A Charity Jenkins was listed as a witness on that deed, 
although her relationship to Benjamin has not been determined.  

 
 
It appears Benjamin and Sarah did not stay in Pembroke for more than four or five years though 
as they sold their home and land in Pembroke, apparently in its entirety, to Peter Robinson in a 
deed dated October 22, 1766.32 Sarah was mentioned in this deed and Benjamin was once again 
referred to as a yeoman. This is the last time Sarah has been found mentioned in any 
documents.  

 
 
Benjamin next appears in 1771, when he was one of the signers of the Royal Charter of Moore 
Town, New York, (later becoming Bradford, Vermont) on the 18th of March of that year.33 There 
is no indication if Benjamin moved directly from Pembroke to Moore Town, or if he lived 
elsewhere briefly. Also, as there is no further record of his wife, Sarah, it is unknown if she also 
moved to Moore Town or if she died earlier.  
 
Benjamin was elected to numerous town positions starting in 1773, including Fence Viewer, 
Supervisor and others. His last assignment was as “leather sealer” on March 27, 1781.34 He is 
not mentioned in any town records since. The last known record of Benjamin was a deed from 
him to his son Stephen on April 2, 1783, in which Benjamin described himself as a cordwainer.35 

 

Four children of Benjamin and Sarah have been identified:36 

• Sarah: Baptized May 12, 1751, in Durham, NH; No further record found. 

• Benjamin: Baptized May 20, 1753, in Durham, NH; No further record found. 

• Betty: Baptized September 28, 1755, in Durham, NH; Died April 27, 1814, in Duxbury, 
Vermont; Married Benjamin Davis. 

• Stephen Dean: Baptized July 14, 1759, in Durham, NH; Died October 12, 1829, in 
Bradford, Vermont; Married February 20, 1779, Lydia Stiles. 
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Azariah: Caverly states that Azariah was born August 15, 1720, in Madbury/Dover, although no 
primary records of this date have been found. Azariah “alias Hezekiah Boodey, son of Zechariah 
Boodey” was baptized by Rev. Hugh Adams on September 10, 1721, in Oyster River.37 Azariah 
married first Bridget Bushbie (or Busby), probably about 1741/2 and maybe in neighboring 
Berwick, Maine, where members of a Busby family resided at the time. Bridget died July 30, 
1785, in Barrington. Azariah married a second time in about 1787 to Mary (last name unknown), 
supposedly in Berwick, although this marriage was not recorded in that town’s records of 
Publishments and Certificates or marriages. Azariah died February 26, 1803, in Barrington, and 
his second wife survived him. Azariah and Bridget had eight children, all well documented by 
Caverly.38 
 
Hannah: Likely born between 1721 and 1725, although no birth or baptism records have been 
found. Hannah married Robert Huckins, yeoman, on September 25, 1746. He was born June 28, 
1725, in Oyster River Parish and was baptized there August 29, 1725.39 The 1758 deed states 
that Hannah and Robert lived in Madbury. He died in Madbury before November 25, 1793, 
when his will was probated.40 Hannah was named in Robert’s will, dated January 14, 1785, but 
has not been found in any documents since then.41 

 
 
The Huckins family was well researched and documented in a book authored by Henry Winthrop 
Hardon. This book documents nine children, all probably born in Madbury:42 

• Rebecca: Born November 15, 1747; Married – Lucas, a farmer in Wolfeborough. 

• Robert: Born April 25, 1750; Married about 1772, Mary Dame. 

• Hannah: Born October 5, 1753; Died December 4, 1755. 

• Abigail: Born October 10, 1756; Married about 1777, Hunkin Dame. Died September 8, 
1835, in Newington, NH.43 

• John: Born July 17, 1759; Died August 30, 1759. 

• Israel: Born September 15, 1760; Married Ruth Dame; Died May 20, 1823. 

• Jonathan: Born March 31, 1763; Married Lydia Hanson, November 3, 1784. 

• Andrew: Born August 15, 1768; Married Mary Daniels September 1791, in Madbury; 
Died 1824. 

• Hannah Boody: Provides no birth date, but suggests she married Hunkin Dame. Other 
sources suggest Abigail Huckins married Hunkin Dame, so this last child may be in error. 

 
Abigail: Likely born between 1721 and 1725, although no birth or baptism records have been 
found. She was married to David Drew by 1758, when they both signed the deed to Azariah. 
David was the son of Clement and Mary Bunker Drew of Madbury.44 There were two David 
Drews in Madbury and Barrington, with one noted as “Junior” in the records. A number of deeds 
between David and David Jr. exist, suggesting one was the son of the other. That is not yet 
proven, however, and David Jr. could be a nephew rather than a son. The 1758 deed states that 
Abigail and David lived in Madbury.  
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Abigail was named in a deed dated November 14, 1773, in which David sold all of his land and 
his home in Madbury to Robert Huckins, Jr. of Madbury.45 It is likely this Robert was their 
nephew, the son of Robert Huckins and Hannah Boody.  

 
 
David purchased land and a house in Barrington on November 6, 1773,46 and all subsequent 
deeds indicate he was a resident of Barrington. He was still a land owner in Madbury though 
since on March 12, 1777, he sold land there to David Drew Jr.47 This land apparently did not 
include a residence and did not include dower rights. On April 12, 1790, David sold all of his 
property and home in Barrington to David Jr.48 Selling his land and home to David Jr., rather than 
simply letting it pass to him via inheritance suggests the younger David might not have been a 
direct heir. There was no mention of dower rights in this deed so it is likely Abigail was deceased 
by this point. While it is possible David and Abigail had children together, no records have been 
found to confirm this. 
 
Kesiah: Likely born between 1721 and 1725, although no birth or baptism records have been 
found. Kesiah was not married as of November 1758, when she signed the deed of sale to her 
brother. Kesiah was a resident of Durham when she signed that deed. No further record of 
Kesiah has been identified so it is likely either her marriage record and/or death record has been 
lost.  
 
Unnamed: Robert Caverly mentioned an unnamed daughter who died at a young age, however 
no records of an unnamed daughter have been found. This unnamed daughter was probably 
Mary, featured above.  
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APPENDIX 
 
Notice of the agreement to divide up common lands in Dover amongst numerous residents. A 
total of about 8,200 acres were distributed across 426 grants. Grants were made based on 
shares, with a full share being 30 acres. The notice lists grants based on full share, two thirds 
share (20 acres), one third share (ten acres), and one sixth share (five acres). The meeting in 
which the grants were initially approved was held on June 4, 1733. A final vote of approval came 
on July 8, 1734, and the grants were made official on that date.  
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Dover Town Records Vol. 3, 1693-1757, P. 216, dated June 4, 1733, showing third-share land 
grants. 
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Dover Town Records Vol. 3, 1693-1757, P. 217, dated June 4, 1733, showing third-share land 
grants, including “The Estate of Zack Boody”. 
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Strafford County, New Hampshire. Strafford County Register of Deeds, Vol. 1, p. 17. Deed of sale 
of the land “granted by the town of Dover in the Last Division in said town to our Hond Father, 
Zechariah Boodey”, to Azariah Boodey, dated November 18, 1758. 
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Dover Town Records Vol. 3, 1693-1757, P. 368. Petition for a separation of Madbury from Dover 
into an independent parish on May 13, 1743. 
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