
i'\1[! hCI\IIL! i".llLI pr U!)ls!\ Ly or i'irs .. F/u\;i, Ul,c:i"lil\l' 1\1.~ Ci dti.Llq,c1 i<:1 loc,.\l;(2cl J.il Por bn~,·~•uth, hli:.!1:J 
l·l~w1p•.shirP i:.\t 1821 'i~;l.i11iJt;,::,11 i;trt~F!G, It h,!C> LH'.'!(~ll :i.11 ti1e :}l1G!tbout1n::! fd111ily •,:;.inccc it \·.J,:1°; 
i'inst pUi' (lt<'.l.',:;citl h'/ Hr:1wy HhP'i"LtlJi' i11Ji ,:in )() F·1=!lJ\'l..(c\\"}' 16::5'/ iJ!lfJ l:J,'F, c;ubsiF!CjlJC!i"'t:.; l.y 
ttansfr:,r·.-cd to h:is IJvoi;IH,l' Jol111 rn,r•r b1.(\T12. John !3l1i~thu\·1H"-' \•JZb tl,P proue11.itor i:.,·, tlH0 
'family ~Jh:i.d, 1:;Lill l:iec\\''3 ~hat s1u0 11i-1111,~ n,:tmt-} c\llri -,..,,:,,·Lrh.:: 1:, un tht'0 pr,Jpr,1 tty.. 1 . .:,i:n.r;cid 
,-:1clj.':lcPn'L to this housri is 'chi? ·rc.un.i.ly qrcwf2yard 1_,.ihi1h c,,fl"L"l:i.lb Ll1l'' Ji:.d,n Shc!,·h1.mrc''•·; 
tc1m;:i.:i.r1r.;.:.1nrl t;hose ,:if t;h,:isi:i ·f';:1mily mr}mherr; 1 ... 1ho h,:_\vr, li.vc-::rl ·i.11 thi:2 ,'1n:c>£.1 ot' the l")c.,rtt:,m,;,ql;h 
Pla.i.nc;,. lJpi::,n the deo:\th ,::,-i' Mr,j., Eldr.tdgr:, th,:1 p1·0Ix,ri;',1 will g,~, b:i l1PY son 1 t\mJ·..-e1,,1 H .. 
L1lwdHl\'"f1L'i t1cc(wcl:i.n1J 1,0 l:110 l;i=•i·m~:; of her rin:;l; l11\,'irEH1t1 1 ,; 1-1:i.ll. U\tch J,!)" 

:John ShedJ1.\rne'' '.-5 I1ame appr?a(·,, on thl::! peti-\;ion SE?nt co Boston'-~. 01,,•rn~r·;:d Co1_\'t't in l·ld'/ 
.l.6:'j~3 ·\-;o chtrn9r::1 tl1('E! n.::Hne o,: t;hci ::;c!l;:;J.(C!ment on :~ht=! l1 :i.sca.l;,:.1q1.la l·U 11e1· fr,:.,111 Str,,,.bl?"r'Y Dc\nl::Ei 
(sic) to P,·,rtsmouth and to E•:q;and th(" 1:1;: oi' thf~ "plc1ri'~,:,1-i.;iu11" intc, c\ d1Yf:i.1·i.it:(=: 
t, . .1 1,mship, due to the qro1.,JLl1 in m.1rnbef ot thC? ·i'<,un:ilies 1--1hich ne\::iid;-:)cl tlH,•re, The 
µresence of the name uf John Sh~re~our11, as his surname was spelled in the orloinal 
di:::icu.ment 1, inti(.catc2s hi<::; hev21 i')f le,,,idE:T!,11.ip in -Uht~ c,1ff1111u1iity. U\tc:h 1Tl 

Tht2 1::>,'\rlic:ist i.lePci to ,,Iii p,··•~'IY?rt;.r mcmLi.1111:=-. a l1c,11c;1':' -3.rVJ ,)Ui:::i·r" 1.J1.t:i.lcl:i.r1(J.i, l:Jhc,th01\ oi-
not cl1!,]Y 1:~I"'n'? u<:,tc>.d by John Hi1etb1tn1l-! [ J.] 7 i~;; not l::r101,m, llut it can l-1Ei D.<c,s1.\rn,--HI i-:11G1y 
were, and are, the same structures which were ciestruyed by fire on June 76, 1696 
during c1n irn.iian r,:1.itl ,01t tl1t~ Po1··t,jfllOU.~h Plain<.;, c:\s n2conforl in the boo!:: l}~'.!Jbl.@:Lt)L!'.l~J:~ 

-J:QL\i.2ffiQ~l:tt1 by Charlt-;-)~j 1/J. Brewster, :i.11 .l85'3 7 on µi:!.flt1S C':1··71. U,-tch L'.5).. Thr0
• t,Ai.d on 

that portion o-f thi? present city ,:,f Portsm,:iuth is al~:;o n2cotd(co'cl on ,1 hist,:,1·.i.c 1lk\i·l,:E•1·· 
located c:1,:,·ae to -t;tH2 Bherburne homt-;-),,_ Following thi.~. dits;a•?,'Cf'l'', in 1,Jh:i.ch, ,1cconJi111J b:i 
Brew~:;ter, C,='<_ptain John Gherburrn:?Ps l.,:::,~,s e:,:ceedecl that of oth(01't"s .i.11 1;h;;,t l1F' lc,<.0,t "t1_-J,:i 

bi::1rns 1 1=,tc,cked \.Jith cattlt:! 9 hog~;r and one horse, together 1,Jil;h s1r,,1i11 and hi:ly" but, 1.l:i.cl 
not result in the loss of life t,:. the owner, John Sherburne [2J.· Another ~orne and 
other buildinsis 1;Jere con~;tn1.cted, i'ollowed ab,:.--1\d; ·:i::; y1_:;.,u•~, Ia.i:;c-2r by 1;11(=• JHc:i~,enl; l11.1u.s11 
vihich has been dated by (.\ri:hi't~fJctural 1-l:i.~:;t,:,rian, l~.i.cha1·cl C,rndf?£! 1 a,.i rlat:i.11 1:i ·from th(? 
1790 time frame (Atch 16). Discussion with Mr~. fldrtdge 1 has teveal8d that thH 
-st1··uct1.tr01 en2ci;r1d in U59Gr had b12en u1:;c~d until th,,) r-c> 0:1,; 01e l y n,cl-:'nl; pd·st 7 .':\<:, .:-:i ~;ummc-·, 
kitchen, ~nd was ~\tached the 'che present housa 1 until it w~~ no consi.der~!l ~afe and 
1,.ias t,:::irn doi;Jn. 

Bo,:d-:: :::::, page~ 43B c:,f fk,ckin9ham County Def1ds, t l.c!i\\"1'/ i.mli .. c,:1tc:\:i ,;hi:d; Rnii1c>\'t Pu.drlinDLun 
Sr. s,:,ld to Hobert and jn,:i (1sid Pudd:i.ngtc,n, hi1j h,:,u:,;ic" .-.mcl l;;rndc; on the? l'.isc.:1l;aqu.t1 
HiV(:.!t in l\levJ En9la.ndr J.y:i.n9 on thE! plaint.; ~,c,1.1i;l1t·J,1.rd ·i'v,·,111 ~IP-': lllF~c~bnu hou•,:,01 i11 
Po'rtsm,::iuth 1 on eleventh dE1y of i"ebruc1ry lf,5;:5, i"{pc,~•rd!:•d 17 J1.lly J.C60, (!:;,-:'(:-< (',i;ch l) 

i3csok 2~ p-::i.Ql?. 43B ·furtht~r- indicates tf·1tAr~; f~1)/Ju)·~t F1udclingti:ir1 of F1ott·~·.1mc1u'Gl·1 ~.1i::i.l.(J 11 ·r,.::.\tm::.i}, 

h,::,ut:;2 clnrl l .::\ndt::; j_ n Por ti;mou th on {I 1L➔ 1;Jt:J'•; t 0;i1 li.! •~• f ,; I 11::? Ii :L 111::c•r Pis c,c1. ta qua in 1·•,!tJ\,.J 
En9land .•• on ·l:ht:~ common anc:I ly:i.111;.1 .i.n thci hi9h•,-!ay th.;;,t l.1~21ds to Gn:,enl.:iml" co Brian 
Pendl,~ton on the 4th day o'f the h?1d;h mi:inU, 1 1656, f·h:?conJ1:1d l.7 July JG60.. (H,:1 tEJ, 
this tra.nsactii:,n i.ndicatet::; thc\t Rul11~r-\:; Puddl.ingi;on had pui'i:l·1ased the prop<:ii·ty 'from hi.s 
brother John, prior to the sale of this dat8 1 but ct,ore is no 2pparent record for the 
transaction.) (See Atch 1) 

Book ? 1 page 44A continues with tha s~le of this property by Brian Pendle~o11 to Mr. 
Henry Sherburne of Portsmouth on 20 Ffebruary (sic) 1657 .. ·Recorderl 17 July 1660. 
(SE11'! Atch :2) 

Book ? 9 p~l~\c:! 4•1-1\ c,::rntinu8<:; 1,1ith l;h(? sc.,le o·f th:i.'" propE!tty by !lmffy ShedJurrn:-;; l;o ,)no 
Bherb1 .. n·11e, .including l;h(? hous(c? and liands on 11 1.!"i f\prill (!,,ic) 1.15:iB". Hecorded .l.7- Jul.y 
1.66(), (SvJ.e P,-tch 2) 

I11 thi~, mc"i.nnet John E>IH••r·hunm Cl:! ted'.evtc1d the prope\··l;y in Port";mi,uth, or1 thE' 
Gi•·r1 enJ.;-1nd ro,1ci 1 · i't·o111 his br-othe1 Hrnii"y ShE,1·lrni·11r:-., T'l; 'furtl1("\'' i.rnl.i.i:,1tPi':i tl1,1t thc•tc1 
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e~:i~,tf,H:l on th:i.s pri::ipt~rty :1 ho1\\jL! i1, <.-1h:i.ch Lhi·]fjt! ·rolk'.5 d1,1elt for va·(.ious proi,··.t.orh:; ,:-if' 
time 1 at· 1,~ast as t~arly ab .l. i Fi::bruary u;55,, H ,:11~Jo cl1~mond;r.:"1h:!'.:i tht\'i; .:d J thcc:",10 L.1nd 
tnrnsactions 1,mre 1•·ecordr:'!d on the,:, ,,;c1.mE] d::1hi hy John Dh0~1··b1I\' m:, 

/~dd:i.tioni:1.lly~ in the ·family l1i.•"1;1-'1·y or John f3h(~•'r"bU.'ine 1 ~.1hi.ch ,::,.ppl':!A\'E•(I :i.n ·t\1u Ne1-1 
England Historic and [h.:1)1,,~a.lo9J,_,,,11 ries>i::,{ 1;-.')'·, the '.-c1cde uF l.111,: prc,perty by ilEmty 
Gher l:rn r ne ti::, hi{;; bri:::d;IH:?Y' 1 Joh 11 ::il1E!r· LJI.I. n1c l '"; i..\ l. sc, n:! c,:_,ir di:>c\,, Tl1 t "' I Ii•., 1,c,1· i 'fi.1 rt I ,e 1· 
re.~con::ls that &1s of the date of 1:11\? ,,·,·l;icl.e, l;he ptopE-!\'1;y vii:\~,; '.ci-Lil.1 .i.11 th1':' h,.111dii o·f ,::d' 
John's male descendants. (Sera Atch 3) 

Howevf!~r 1 to carry on the chain of ,.:iv.ir-1;::•n;hip oi" i;hi<.; pvopurty i;,) Lhc0 pny:;Eird; 1k,y (t···)':!I.) 
the prop(;;,,r·ty \,Jas transdt?rred by J,.d111 m·,1::d111J·m:i i::tJ b, Iii ,~•~•11 :Ji:.Jin Shrirb1.1trn,i [2'J 011 

November 1687 (Rockingham County Deeds Book 5, rage 95). His will proved 27 N0v~mhPt 
16'33 lists the namf~S o·f his 1,,J;di:2 an(:.i llc:Unr1•., hi.'. childn011 :i.11rlucl:i.11(_,I hi•;.; ;,:in John 
Sherburne [2L (S<:ie At;c:h 4) 

Jc,hn Bherburne [2] ½li:.'S a t2\'.1:paye'( (._i (' :;hci "plid 11,;" i.11 ·u.;7:1 ,,.\llll hr01 \•.1c\'.i thE!l1 (1\i:\\''\'LC:d ,:1.nd 

at leB·;;;t o'f the ei.ge o·f 2J. Yl=ii,\\..,::.;, 111 1'/2C 1 .John \3herburne [LI 111:i-i' tht:1 plai.rb" ~~•::ild h.i.':i 

home5tec1.d t,::, hi·;; son Hamu.eJ ~:lhE'il"bu·(1iE! 1:'.-'lJ <:ni:,d::i..nui'ta.m Cu11.11Ly Oo1.2cL; Lk.10\,: 15 1 lk\1J,.::~c; ]01 1 
,.., •.• ,,., l "('!'-, ·i I\ I J. ~ J • , J- ' 1 I ' I .. ·1 7 '•(') I J •• l3 ··1 •• \.:,,i::. .• ::,, anu r:+ ~ ,:, . c . 17·c · c iii·? c J..me o·r . 1Jn n s. ue,1ct ·1.: ➔1 J. n .. ._') ~ ne 1:JrJ•~::"r upVJt:t 1,•u::J or ::: \" y1:.~a t ::; ,:..:ir .:1~1c~ ~ 

(See f\tch 5) 

DE?i:ICQn Gamuel Bht:!rburne [3J of "the plc:dns" 1 Portsmc,1.d;i1,, 1,.1hu n.l1.::r':'i11ed t;he home::it12;.1rJ of 
hLs fa'ther in 1726, ~>as_ a deacon o·f Portsmouth's l\lor,;h Church c111d d ·s1.11•'Vt:!y,:,r arnJ 
SE.'ler.tman in Portsm,::,uth. At the ·time 'Sc:imue1 Sh\::1rbunit! 1:~n died i.1d;1.::c''.:it:,1t:01 :I.•': \\!,:1vernl:18\ 

I 

1760, his estate was valued at 7404 pounds and was left to his widow and cl1ilrlren 
His s,:,n Bamue-11 Sherb1.1trn;i [4] was at th21t time .ju~.t r,;hy o'f l'"t-:!i'\Ch.i.n9 hi5 thir-tic-.->l~h 
anniversary of his birth, and he was the eldest son of his parents. 

At the t:Lme of hi£, untimely deiai;h in 1760, SE1m1.1Pl [~n Shc~thutrn.? 1 c; pi·uped;y \•!<l'.c, ::,qu<'d ly 
divided beh>een his childn.rn ,md ·the-? acquiisitic,n o·f l:11(:! IK•mr-:r,.t<~ad by h.i·"; eld<?st '"on 
Samw2l. [4] is only par-J;J.y indic2\h"!d thn,1 .. q;ih hie:; pui'c:hasi:.!!:; ,,-f the~ i.nt(-21·<2sl;i:c; o-f hi,3 
brother Andrew and his sister Martha (Sherburne) Furber. How he obtained ~he 
interests of his other siblings and his mother is not recorded, but evidentally Jid 
occur, as subsequent land transfers indicate he h~d clear title to thH ptoperty. 
Si.uouel Sh1:n-bun1e [4] of "thf!~ plains 11 ~,as a vete\'an (if th0i nr,. 11olutio1121ry !/,.lc1r 1 hiwing 
':3(·?rved at the?. Battl(?.· o·f But1ker Hill and elsE,v>here l.c1 l;,_,r i 11 thP \•,'<'li. I-le arnl hii:., 1-1.i•i'1":' 
Mary (Burleigh) had as th~:?ir 'chi.rd r-:ion, .Joseph [;:i] 9 ii,·1\·11 17UO., ,,\:; \:;,:tm1.1,.'!U::; d1°,dth 1 i11 
:l807, hiis 1;1:Ll 1 (A'tch 8) divided his property bi~t•;,1(:1:?11 hi~; i:hi ld,·-en •,.Jho s,1.d1:0r0 qu1"'ni; I y 
r!E.1edecl t;heir l"ights in -theil" i',,1thervs homeste,1.d (,\b:i, ':)) ·:,,, Jo<..11?1~11·1 [Tl 1,1hc, 111n:·,:L1l1Jlo•d 
to live ,':it the Portsmouth Plains Ctn th12 fJrop,:::r:;'/ J,il111 <311u;h1.1·,·i-11! l:l.] puicl1.:c1·0,1~J,, 

Josl~ph [5] f.HH:!'r"IJU.\'f1t~ l.s•as fiii:Wried to ri:cipdbah D,).d(_J[!\'' c\nll it() di~?[! Oil ),·! !3ep Jin:=;. 
Jci~·mph d:i.ed intestate (?) ~ind thee> p1·,:.,p1~rty 1,-Jc1'c:; lHft to hi~, 1,1it1=: .=mil ch.i.lcln,11 1 t-Ji.:I l L-"\rn 
Ba.dgt?r·, f.k.:;1.muel.r Joseph Jr .. , Andtr!\·J 1 o:\nd Em1,:1·,:,,,-111 ~1iwrt:i1wr1e. The 1-?ldet bnd:l10.1 1r~, l.•.IU li.,~,m 
i':l.nd Sam1.H?1 d:i.ed . .in 1845 a-nd 1848, hi:wjnu h·.1nsf1?;-0!cl ti:.- tlw.i.r h·,,.i::il:h0°1· 1'.\ndte 1,J,, ·:;IH-=·i ·,-
£-:;han,~is in their 'fathe1'· 9 s:; estate (,\td1 "10 ti l(L"I),, (\rnil11 1,J r:c::;:1 m,]·n·i,-0 ll l·Li.111·1nh R,, F)c 1,:i-ic11°! 
:i.n 1843 1 and th<=Y raised :f iV(:? chi1dn~11,, 

ln his 1;-Ji:tlv dat;f2cl October B, 1'::i00 1 il1r1Lln,} 1.,J u;:1 liivi.fipi.J Id<; pr,,11c 11ty .c-\111c,,1u•;t Iii.'-', 
chi.ldren .:1nd ltdt; the homestead 'b::, hi", <son F1·,,11il: [Tl (J, to liv1-.0 in 1_w1til liL~ dei:1.U1 at 
,,.,hich tiriH=? it was ti:::, pa.s5 to to f-indn=i 1,1 1 ·_; Ui'.J.11rl·_.,,_:,r1 1 /\ndt,,_1 1.-.1 CO.I [,, Shk'\ b1.1\ rH:'i 'ciOll ,:if 
(\ndt t?\.J 1 s t~ld1,~st t:;on Ed1,,1,:1rd [7] P. (31,t·'i• ti,1, Ill',, (111cl"r"1.",,1 1 :~, di.,u9htE0 \ Emm21 F, ,:3h,11 burne v!c\'·; 
£,1.ppointed the e:,:ecutri.:,; of hi~, 1,1ill .. vJh:i.l.e i:hE1 1:1ill t,/d,,, rr1->tclt, .i.11 1•:100, 1\mll'e1.-.1 
cuntinued b::, 1:i.V,=:? ·for c:H1o·l:;h,:1r nin1::• ledY':6, /.\mln2 1,·! 1 ,-:, ·,c,011 Frank d.Lc,rl .i.n :i.'30::;•, bEJfore Id.<:, 
d12ath .. 
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SheYbU\"ll(J i.o \i.i·, l,c\Y,31ith;,:.,11 ,"'i11J·,·1;<I:/ ro] L. f;h1~rlJ!!i'IH? vJl11) h<1d flk\\'\ .i12d CL:n .'.\ Luui.SG l;J1:!:-;/; Ull 

4 June 1')03 and cJUIJ::H:::Ljl.\811Gly (li,1·:tl ?•1 Jc:11v1,wy 1<)4':}. i\mlrtH•,I I:,, rrn Fihc?\'b1tn1 1~• h,,\rl \;\•/I_, 

children
1 

{.\mfre,,r Bad9er and f:d1-1,'1rd l1Jt1-.-.t Gl,1:,i1·irnt11f~,, 1\rnJnc:11,.,, w:i.ll cL1ti'.?'cl lkicmc.~bi:y,· i., 
:l'3~521 provided H1a.t his spo1.1:~u ,,,ould ,A1.:q11:i.n1 tlHi l1nn1r;J• . .:.LU,·1tJ ,'\nd ,:dt1~r hur rll~<J.ti, i.i; 
wou.ld 90 to hi15 som::;v 1,.J.ith ~h10 prov:i•::,c, tho\. ii' f!.i tlw'r d:ic!d LH2,:,_,1·c~ 'Lh.i.1· :~y d.,.1y"' i'l'c•rn h.i.,; 

death 1 :it 1,Jciuld go to the remi:':1ini.ng c::;on j,-f Ii.is 1,,J.i. i"1a h..:111 .'\l,;c, ili1•ti. 

Follow.in~ the dei:\th ,::if h·i's ·fBtht~rv Fd•_,1,"lnl [''.'Jl \lli:?~,;t Sh1:01·liui-1111 1,1ho had m,,c1.n·if1d 1'11\\;h 
H~irder March 13 1 1':J~:)2 ca.me into c,un,11,·,-,l,.ip ,:,f th1~ ;:°1l,c,,rbutr1t~ Pla1:Fi ,'It thF: Pn:,,·i:i:11nouth 
Ple.:lm,;. He and t{uth hacl ·four r.hild,·1_1r·1, J.11 h i.•,c, 1d.U l 1 dab"0d Jun1:, .1 ::;,, l':)64 1 F:rl\•JA\'11 
ptovidt"'icl that his; 1,Ji.tk,1r1 vmuld havi? thH r i1Jhi; to l.Ll/(0 .in ;;l1f1 l·,on11~~,tt>;;1d for \;he• 
ten1.:tind(:?.r of his U.i't~ and th(~n the pl,,1ce1 \-1,:11tld p:h'j in C!ljtJ.i\J. c~h.:1n,c1,, l:o hi.:; t\,J11 c;o1Y-ir 

Ed1,,.iarcl [10:I 1,~er::::t i:lnd ?\m:trei,.i UOJ Harrler ~1i1erburne:•" Thi•., i•c;; ll,i::i r,,ii;u,'.}tfon ,,1t ch.is LI :;l! 

even though Ruth has since remarried. 

For ·l;lwee hundred thirty··three YE?ar(, 1 mr0rnl11,)P" i:,l cl1,! ::1l10!i·l)qrnF.' fd111.i.1y I,av,~· li 11(2ci ,.i,.,.:. 
t hei ir 1 i V Si':l <'..'\ t the Pot 'Gt';mo1.d; h p 1 ai ns !:JI IP((~ u :ey I I (W(2 b1,:ir,J 11 i.11J i' .i.t-'!1.! .i.11 \; he, I' i:\111.i. 1 y 
[lr·averyard located E-:i.:,;ty or so yanfr; b1,,h:i.nd thi' 1 l"".l':-i.' l,~,1,,;1i;f,il .. 1\.. 'UJ)l I·;;.li111"1::.,:i1i '..:b·,::,c.,,; 
in P.or·b;m,::iu.th. Whilr:2 the cui,·reiYG house date·:::; ,.rnly f·rom abi:..1u·i: :;he J;:,.st d(2 or tl,e 
f.ightei:mth Centui"y, thr.e family has mai.rd;a.ir,ei:l :;lw.i.i' i\:!:-.;.·i.dic'ilCC~ on i;i1G1 pi"1.,p1 1rty lnr ,11 l 
i;his tinu?. 
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