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sold land to Church, and other lands of Grant and Church were adjacent
to one another. :

COMMENTS: On 1 April 1634 Garrett Church gave 200 four-inch
planks toward the construction of the sea fort [MBCR 1:114]; PHILLIP
TABOR gave the same amount. On the same day "Garrett Church &
Phillip Tabor hath bound themselves [in] 40s. apiece, to appear then to
give testimony against Mr. Ch[ester] for selling commodities contrary to
order" [MBCR 1:115]. These records indicate that Garrett Church had
arrived in New England prior to 1634, and also connect him with two
other men who resided at that time in Watertown.

On 3 February 1656/7 the town allowed 3s. 8d. for "the carriage of
things concerning Mary Davise her child to Garett Church” [WaTR 51].
On 2 November 1677 the town paid 10s. "to Garrit Curch [sic] for fetch-
ing biscuit from Bostun for the Foulgur’s" [WaTR 132].

The records of births of Garrett Church’s children Mary and Jonathan
give the mother as Mary, whereas the mother for all other children, both
before and after these two, is given as Sarah. In the absence of other
evidence, it is better to assume a simple scribal error rather than three
wives for Garrett Church.

In the grant of Beaverbrook Plowlands on 28 February 1636/7 and in
the grant of Remote Meadows on 26 June 1637, Garrett Church
received two acres [WaBOP 8, 10]. In the Inventory of Grants and in
the Composite Inventory, however, these parcels were listed as three
acres [WaBOP 66, 113]. This adjustment may have been made because
Garrett Church’s first child was born shortly after these grants. When he
came to sell these lands, however, they were each again two acres [MLR
9:407, 409].

The deed of 13 February 1684[/5?], inasmuch as it transfers the re-
mainder of Garrett Church’s real estate to his younger surviving son,
stands in the place of a will, and Church was dead within a year. The
deeds to sons Samuel and David are the only evidence for children sur-
viving past infancy, but they do not preclude the possibility that one or
more of the daughters may have married, since Church preferred to
provide for his sons during his lifetime, and may have done the same
with his daughters, but with personal estate instead.

RICHARD CHURCH

ORIGIN: Unknown
MIGRATION: 1630
FIRST RESIDENCE: Weymouth
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REMOVES: Plymouth 1631, Eastham 1649, Charlestown by 1653,
Hingham 1654

OCCUPATION: Carpenter [PCR 1:69]. (On 16 February 1632/3
Richard Church hired William Baker to work for him for seven months
as a sawyer [PCR 1:8]. On 23 July 1633 William Mendlove bound him-
self apprentice to Richard Church for seven years "in the trade of car-
pentry" [PCR 1:15].)

FREEMAN: Requested 19 October 1630 [MBCR 1:80). Admitted
Plymouth freeman 2 January 1632/3 [PCR.1:6]; in "1633" and 7 March
1636/7 Plymouth lists of freemen [PCR 1:4, 53]; and in Plymouth section
of 1639 list [PCR 8:174].

EDUCATION: His inventory included "books" valued at £1. Made his
mark as witness to a deed of 1 June 1649 [PCR 12:181]. )
OFFICES: Plymouth petit jury, 7 June 1636, 5 October 1640, 1 March
1641/2, 1 November 1642 [PCR 1:42, 7:17, 28, 32]; Plymouth grand
jury, 7 March 1636/7, 4 June 1639, 1 March 1641/2, 7 June 1642, 7
March 1642/3, 1 June 1647 [PCR 1:54, 126, 2:34, 41, 53, 116]; ap-
pointed arbitrator in a civil dispute, 7 August 1638 [PCR 7:9].

Volunteered for service in Pequot War, 7 June 1637 [PCR 1:60]. In
Plymouth section of 1643 Plymouth Colony list of men able to bear arms
[PCR 8:189].

ESTATE: Assessed £1 16s. in the Plymouth tax list of 25 March 1633
and £1 7s. in the list of 27 March 1634 [PCR 1:11, 28].

Granted forty acres "at the head & on the south side of Eele River
Swampe," 4 December 1637 [PCR 1:70]. On 3 June 1647 Richard
Church exchanged this parcel with Manasseh Kempton, receiving in
return "a parecel of land next adjoining unto the said Richard Church
his lot" and also a small piece of meadow [PCR 12:144]. Granted one
acre and a half of meadow "lying up the river, betwixt the two Man-
namett Ponds," 7 August 1638 [PCR 1:92]. On 9 April 1649 "Richard
Church senior" sold to Robert Bartlett "an house and land lying at the
Eel River near Plymouth aforesaid with all the meadow land" [PCR
12:165).

On 13 July 1649 "Mr. Thomas Prence of Nawset" sold to "Richard
Church ... of Nawset ... carpenter” and Anthony Snow of Marshfield, felt-
maker, "a certain tract of upland and marsh meadow in the limits of
Green’s Harbor alias Marshfeild" [PCR 12:176]. On 22 October 1650
"Richard Church sometimes of the town of Nawsett ... carpenter” sold to
John Dingley of Marshfield, smith, his half-share in this parcel of land
[PCR 12:197]. .

On 24 January 1652({/3] Thomas Joy of Boston, carpenter, and Joan
his wife sold to "Richard Church of Charlestowne, carpenter,” one half
the corn mill at Hingham, with one half the land and other ap-
purtenances thereto belonging [SLR 2:77].

The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Volumes I-11l. (Online
database: AmericanAncestors.org, New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2010),
(Originally Published as: New England Historic Genealogical Society. Robert Charles
Anderson, The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Volumes I-111,
3vols., 1995).

https://app.americanancestors.org/ExploreDatabases/PrintPage?collectionld=393&volumeld=12107&pageid=23894719&range=5&familySearch=False 2/5



12/30/23, 9:48 PM Nehgs

American Ancestors,
Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to N.E. 1620-1633, Vols. I-1ll Page(s) :362 Volume : Vol. 1-3

362 The Great Migration Begins

On 2 July 1667 Plymouth court "do admit of Richard Church to come
with the ancient servants for a share of land. at Saconett” [PCR 4:159].
On 29 October 1668 Richard Church was one of four men permitted to
seek out "a parcel of land ... lying at Namassakett Pond" [PCR 5:5].

In his will, dated 25 December 1668 and proved 26 January 1668/9,
"Richard Church of Hingham" bequeathed to "my beloved wife Elizabeth
Church ... the remainder during her natural life" (after debts are paid);
after her decease remainder to "be equally divided amongst my children
only my son Joseph to have a double portion ... by reason of the lame-
ness of his hand, whereby he is disenabled above the rest of my children"
[SPR 6:21]. .

The inventory of "the estate of Richard Church of Hingham deceased,"
taken 1 January 1668[/9], totalled £365 14s., of which £270 was real
estate: "the dwelling house with the barn, orchard & houselot containing
six acres," £110; "half a tide mill," £100; "his share of the ironworks at
Taunton," £50; and "2 acres of land lying by the mill," £10 {SPR 5:1186].

BIRTH: About 1608 (deposed 25 August 1664 aged about 56 [PCR 4:85;
MD 4:152]).
DEATH: Dedham 26 December 1668 {DeVR 11], probably on a visit to
his son Caleb. In his will, written the day before his death, he calls him-
self of Hingham, but the witnesses are all of Dedham.
MARRIAGE: By 7 March 1636/7 [PCR 1:54; TAG 60:129-30] (and prob-
ably by 14 March 1635/6 [PCR 1:41, 56, 152]) Elizabeth Warren,
daughter of RICHARD WARREN; she died Hingham 9 March 1669/70
[NEHGR 121:124].
CHILDREN:

i ELIZABETH, b. about 1636; m. Hingham 8 January 1657/8

Caleb Hobart [NEHGR 121:107].

ii JOSEPH, b. about 1638; m. Hingham 13 December 1660
Mary Tucker [NEHGR 121:111].

ili BENJAMIN, b. about 1640; m. 26 December 1667 Alice
Southworth [NEHGR 121:121 (giving date of marriage
but not name of bride)], daughter of CONSTANT
SOUTHWORTH.

iv. NATHANIEL, b. about 1642; m. 1666 Sarah Barstow (on 8
June 1666 Nathaniel Church and "Sarah Barstow alias
Sarah Church" each owed £5 to the colony treasury,
presumably for fornication, as their eldest child was b.
Scituate 16 December 1666 [PCR 8:116-17]).

v CHARLES, b. say 1644; d. Hingham 30 October 1659 "killed
by the overturning of his cart" [NEHGR 121:110; TAG
60:131].

vi CALEB, b. about 1646; m. (1) Hingham 16 December 1667
Joanna Sprague [NEHGR 121:121], daughter of WIL-

The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Volumes I-11l. (Online
database: AmericanAncestors.org, New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2010),
(Originally Published as: New England Historic Genealogical Society. Robert Charles
Anderson, The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Volumes I-111,
3vols., 1995).

https://app.americanancestors.org/ExploreDatabases/PrintPage?collectionld=393&volumeld=12107&pageid=23894719&range=5&familySearch=False 3/5



12/30/23, 9:48 PM Nehgs

American Ancestors,
Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to N.E. 1620-1633, Vols. I-1ll Page(s) :363 Volume : Vol. 1-3

Richard Church 363

LIAM SPRAGUE; m. (2) by 8 June 1680 Deborah
[MLR 7:283-84]; m. (3) Watertown 6 November 1691
"Rebaca Scottoo" [WaVR 64], probably widow of John
Scottow of Boston [TAG 60:135].
vii ABIGAIL, b. 22 June 1648 [MD 15:27, correcting PCR 8:4];
m. Hingham 19 December 1666 Samuel Thaxter
[NEHGR 121:119].
viii SARAH, b. say 1652; m. Hingham 8 December 1674 James
Burroughs [TAG 60:137, citing Hingham TR 1:33].
ix MARY, d. Duxbury 30 April 1662 [NEHGR 121:113).
x DEBORAH, bp. Hingham 22 March 1656/7 [NEHGR
121:106]; no further record. (See TAG 40:101, 60:131-
32 for discussions of her possible fate.)

COMMENTS: In a letter of 6 February 1631/2 from the governor and
assistants of Plymouth to the governor and assistants of Massachusetts
Bay on various matters of mutual interest to the two colonies, Bradford,
in listing persons who had moved from Massachusetts Bay to Plymouth,
included "Richard Church [who] came likewise as a sojourner to work for
the present; though he is still here resident longer than he purposed;
and what he will do, neither we nor I think himself knows. But if he
resolve here to settle we shall require of him to procure a dismission; but
he did affirm to us at the first, that he was one of Mr. Webb’s men, and
freed to go for England or whither he would, the which we the rather
believed because he came to us from Wessagasscusett upon the falling
out with his partner" [WP 3:65].

In the settlement of a lawsuit on 3 January 1632/3 Richard Church was
the assignee of William Bennett, the successful plaintiff [PCR 1:7].
Richard Church was plaintiff in civil suits in Plymouth court on 4 Febru-
ary 1638/9, 7 September 1642, 4 June 1652 and 3 March 1662/3 [PCR
7:11, 81, 59, 105, 108].

Richard Church was surety for Mark Mendall/Mendlove on 12 July
1637 and on 4 December 1637 [PCR 1:63, 69], on 4 June 1645 for Mat-
thew Fuller {PCR 2:87], and on 2 March 1646/7 (as "Richard Church, of
the Eale River, planter”) for George Wright [PCR 2:113, 121, 127].

On 2 June 1640 several people residing at Eel River were presented
for not building a bridge there according to order, and repay 50s. to
Richard Church and Robert Bartlett (perhaps for undertaking some of
the work themselves) [PCR 1:156].

BIBLIOGRAPHIC NOTE: The definitive article on Richard Church was
published by Robert S. Wakefield in 1985 [TAG 60:129-39]. He ana-
lyzed in great detail the list of children for Richard Church, and dis-
carded four alleged children included in many previous accounts of the
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family [TAG 60:138-39]. We concur in this, and differ from his treat-
ment only in a few minor and insubstantial places: We do not include
even as a possibility the questionable son Richard, for whom there is no
documentation, and we differ slightly in some of the estimated dates of
birth, where we place no reliance at all on LCVR.

JOHN CHURCHMAN

John Churchman was on the list of those who took the oath of allegiance
on 22 June 1632 to board the Lyon for passage to New England [Hotten
150]. There is no record that would indicate he actually arrived in New
England.

ROGER CLAP

ORIGIN: Exeter, Devonshire
MIGRATION: 1630

FIRST RESIDENCE: Dorchester
REMOVES: Boston (Castle Island)

OCCUPATION: Soldier.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: Admission to Dorchester church prior to 14
May 1634 implied by freemanship. Roger himself stated that he was
"admitted into the church fellowship at our first beginning in Dorchester
in the year 1630" [Clap 24]. (After the departure of Warham and
Maverick, Roger Clap and his wife did not join the second church at
Dorchester.)

FREEMAN: 14 May 1634 [MBCR 1:368].

EDUCATION: Both Roger and Joan signed their 1680 deed [SLR
12:227). Roger presumably penned his Memoirs, showing considerable
education.

OFFICES: Deputy for Dorchester to Massachusetts Bay General Court,
26 May 1647, 27 May 1652, 18 May 1653, 3 May 1654, 23 May 1655, 14
May 1656, 6 May 1657, 11 May 1659, 30 May 1660, 19 December 1660,
22 May 1661, 7 August 1661, 7 May 1662, 27 May 1663, 18 May 1664, 3
August 1664, 3 May 1665, 31 May 1671 [MBCR 2:186, 3:259, 297, 340,
373, 422, 4:1:77, 120, 181, 221, 255, 286, 364, 416, 449, 4:2:1, 30, 41,
71, 100, 117, 142, 485]. Commissioner to end small causes, 31 Decem-
ber 1661, 11 March 1663/4 [MBCR 4:2:39; DTR 119]. Committee to
consider Dedham petitions, 2 June 1653 [MBCR 3:306, 4:1:148]. Com-
mittee to regulate workmen's wages, 13 November 1655 [MBCR
4:1:247]. Committee to lay out the highway through Roxbury (in place
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