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202 MATTERS .

{ same evidence that served for one, would serve
for all the rest. I acquainted -her with her
* danger ; and that if she were carried to Salem
' to be tried, 1 feared she would never return. |
did my utmost that she might have her trial in
our own county, 1 with several others petition-
ing the judge for it, and were put n hopes of 1t;
but Isoonsaw so much, that I understood there-
by it was not ntended, which put me upon con-
sulting the means of her escape ; which through
the goodness of God was eﬂl::ted, and she got
to Rhode-Island, but soon found herself not safe
when there, by reason of the pursuit after her;
from thence she went to New-York, along with
|some others that had escaped their cruel hands;
where we fourd his excellency Benjamin Fletch-
er, esq. governor, who was very courteous to us.
After this, some of my goods were seized in a
friend’s hands, with whom 1 had left them, and
- myself imprisoned by the sheriff, and kept n
custody half a day, and then dismissed ; but to
speak of their usage of the prisoners, and the
inhumanity shewn to fhem at the. time of their
execution, no sober christian could bear. The
had also trials of cruel mockings; which is the
\more, considering what a people for religion, I
mean the profession of it, we have been; those
that suffered being many of them church mem-
bers, and most of them unspotted in their con-
versation, till their adversary the devil took up
this method for accusing them.
“ Per JoxaTHAN CaARY.”

~ JMay 31, Capt. John Aldin was examined
w Salem, and committed to Boston prison. The
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prison-keeper, seeing such a man committed, of
whom he E:(ri a gﬁ esteem, was after this the

more compassionate to those that were in prison
on the hke account; and reframed from such
hard things to the prisoners, as before ke had
wsed. Mr. Aldin hmself has given an-account
of his examimation, in these words: -

An account how John Aldin, senior, was dealt with
at Salem Village.

John Aldin, senior, of Boston, in the county of
Suffolk, mariner, on the 28th day of May, 1692,
was sent for by the magistrates of Salem, in the
county of Essex, upon the accusation of a com-
pany of poor distracted or possessed creatures
or witches; and being sent by mr. Stoughton,
arrived there the 31st of May, and appeared at
Salem Village, before mr. Gidney, mr. Hathorn
and mr. Curwin.

Those wenches being present, who played
their juggling tricks, f:ﬁling down, crying out,
and staring in people’s faces; the magistrates
demanded of them several times, who 1t was of
all the people in the room that hurt them: one
of these accusers pointed several times at one
captain Hill, there present, but spake nothing;
the same accuser had a man standing at her
back to hold her up; he stooped down to her
ear, then she cried out, Aldin, AEiin afflicted her;
one of the magistrates asked her if she had ever
seen Aldin, she answered no; he asked how she
knew 1t was Aldin; she said the man told her so.

Then all were ordered -to go down into the
street, where a ring was mage; and the same
accuser cried out, There stands Aldin, a bold
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fellow, with his hat on before the judges; he
‘gells powder and shot to the Indians and French,
and lies with the Indian squaws, and has Indian
papooses. Then was ‘Aldin committed to the
marsha¥’s custody, and his sword taken from
him; for they said he afflicted them with his
sword. After some hours Aldin was sent for
to the meeting-house in the Village, before the
nla%istrates; who required Aldin to stand upon
a charir, to the open view of all the people..
The accusers cried out that Aldin pinched
them, then, when he stood upon the chair, In
the sight of all the people, a good way distant
from them. One of the magistrates bid the
marshal to hold open Aldin’s hands, that he
might not pinch those creatures. Aldin asked
them why the% should think that he should
come to that Village to afflict those persons
that he never knew or saw before. Mr. Gid-
ney bid Aldin confess, and give glory to God.
Aldin said, he hoped he should give glory to
God, and hoped he should never gratify the
devil; but appealed to all that ever knew him,
if they ever suspected him to be such a per-
son, and challenged any one, that could bring
in any thing upon their own knowledge, that
-might %ive suspicion of his being such an one.
Mr. Gidney said he had known Aldin many
years, and had been at sea with him, and al-
ways looked upon him to be an honest man,
but now he saw cause to alter his judgment.
Aldin answered, he was sorry for that, but he
‘hoped God would clear up his innocency, that
he would recal that judgment again ; and added,
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- that he hoped that heshould with Job maintain his
integrity till he died. They bid Aldin look upon
the accusers, which he did, and then they fell
down. Aldin asked mr. Gidney what reason
there could be given, why Aldin’s looking upon
him did not strike hem down as well; but no rea-
son was given that I heard. But the accusers
were brought to Aldin to touch them, and this
touch they said made them well. Aldin began
to speak of the providence of God, in suffering
these creatures to accuse innocent persons. Mr.
Noyes asked Aldin why he would offer to speak
of the providence of God: God by his provi-
dence (said mr. Noyes) governs the world, and
keeps it in peace ; and so went on with discourse,
and stopt Aldin’s mouth as to that. Aldin told.
Mr. Gigney, that he could assure him that there
was a lying spirit in them, for I can assure you
that there is not a word of truth in all these say
of me. But Aldin was again committed to the
marshal, and his mittimus written, which was as
follows:

To mr. John Arnold, keeper of the prison in Bos-
| ton, in the county of Szfﬁ;;lk.

Whereas captain John Aldin, of Boston, mari-
ner, and Saraﬁ Rice, wife of Nicholas Rice,
of Reading, husbandman, have been this day
brought before us, John Hathorn and Jonathan
Curwin, esquires ; being accused and suspected
of perpetrating divers acts of witchcraft, contra-
ry to the form of the statute, in that case made
and provided: these are therefore, in their ma-
jesties king William and queen Mary’s names,
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to will and require you to take into your custo-
dy the bodies of the said John Aldin and Sarah
I{ice, and them safely keep, until they shall be
delivered by due course of law, as yau will an-
~.swer the contrary at your peril; and this shall
be your sufficient warrant. Given under our
‘hands at Salem Village, the 31st of May, .in the
fourth year of the reign of our sovereign lord
and lady, William and Mary, now king and
-queen over England, &c. Anno Domini 1692.
John Hathorn,

. assistants.
Jona. Curwin, }

To Boston, Aldin was carried by a constable ;
no bail would be taken for him; but was deli
vered to the prison-keeper, where he remained
fifteen weeks; and then, observing the manner
of trials, and evidence then taken, was at length
prevailed with to make his escape, and being re-
turned, was bound over to answer at the supe-
rior court at Boston, the last Tuesday in April,
anno 1693; and was there cleared by procla-
mation, none appearing against him.

Per Jonn Avrpiw.

At the examination, and at other times, it was
usual for the accusers to tell of the black man,
or of a spectre, as being then on the table, &ec.
The people about would strike with swords, or
sticks, -at those places. One justice broke his
.cane at-this exercise ; -and sometimes the accu-
sers would say, they struck the spectre, and it
is reported several of the accused were hurt.and
wounded thereby, theugh at home at the same
time. ‘



