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February 20, 2012

Blessed Pepin of Landen

Mayor of the Palace to the Kings Clotaire II, Dagobert,
and Sigebert. He was son of Carloman, the most powerful nobleman of Austrasia, who had been mayor to
Clotaire I, son of Clovis I. He was grandfather to Pepin of Herstal, the most powerful mayor, whose son was
Charles Martel, and grandson Pepin the Short, king of France, in whom begun the Carlovingian race.

Pepin of Landen, upon the river Geete, in Brabant, was a lover of peace, the constant defender of truth and
justice, a true friend to all servants of God, the terror of the wicked, the support of the weak, the father of his
country, the zealous and humble defender of religion. He was lord of a great part of Brabant, and governor of
Austrasia, when Theodebert II, king of that country was defeated by Theodoric II, king of Burgundy, and
soon after assassinated in 612: and Theodoric dying the year following, Clotaire II, king of Soissons, reunited
Burgundy, Neustria, and Austrasia to his former dominions, and became sole monarch of France.
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Bl. Pepin of Landen

For the pacific possession of Austrasia he was much indebted to Pepin, whom he appointed mayor of the
palace to his son Dagobert I, when, in 622, he declared him king of Austrasia and Neustria. The death of
Clotaire II in 628, put him in possession of all France, except a small part of Aquitaine, with Thoulouse,
which was settled upon his younger brother, Charibert.

When king Dagobert, forgetful of the maxims instilled into him in his youth, had given himself up to a
shameful lust, this faithful minister boldly reproached him with his ingratitude to God, and ceased not till he
saw him a sincere and perfect penitent. This great king died in 638, and was buried at St. Denis. He had
appointed Pepin tutor to his son Sigebert from his cradle, and mayor of his palace when he declared him king
of Austrasia, in 633.
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Death of King Dagobert

After the death of Dagobert, Clovis II, reigning in Burgundy and Neustria, (by whom Erchinoald was made
mayor for the latter, and Flaochat for the former,) Pepin quit the administration of those dominions, and
resided at Metz, with Sigebert, who always considered him as his father, and under his discipline became
himself a saint, and one of the most happy amongst all the French kings.

Bl. Itta of Metz

Pepin was married to blessed Itta, of one of the first families in Aquitaine, by whom he had a son called

February 21 – Terror of the Wicked, Supporter of the Weak http://nobility.org/2012/02/20/pepin-of-landen/

4 of 11 6/6/2012 11:24 PM



Login

Login or signup now to comment.

+2RaymondDrake 44p

Reply

+2NobilityAdmin 73p

Reply

Grimoald, and two daughters, St. Gertrude, and St. Begga. The latter, who was the elder, was married to
Ansigisus, son of St. Arnoul, to whom she bore Pepin of Herstal.

B. Pepin, of Landen, died on the 21st of February, in 640, and was buried at Landen; but his body was
afterwards removed to Nivelle, where it is now enshrined, as are those of the B. Itta, and St. Gertrude in the
same place.

His name stands in the Belgic Martyrologies, though no other act of public veneration has been paid to his
memory, than the enshrining of his relics, which are carried in processions. His name is found in a litany
published by the authority of the archbishop of Mechlin. See Bollandus, t. 3. Febr. p. 250, and Dom Bouquet,
Recueil des Hist. de France, t. 2. p. 603.

The Lives of the Saints, by Rev. Alban Butler, 1866; Volume II: February, p. 441-442.
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· 15 weeks ago

How beautiful that Charlemagne had great-great-great grandparents who rank among the saints and blessed of Heaven: Blessed
Pepin and Blessed Itta.

· 15 weeks ago

Clovis brought France to the faith but his descendants in the Merovingian dynasty were slowly losing his outstanding ability for
government and war. Blessed Pepin was a Mayor of the Palace which in those days included the responsibility of leading the
king's armies in battle. His descendants retained this position and increased their valor. Once the softness of the Merovingian
dynasty became abysmal, the mayors of the palace, who were effectively ruling the country and fighting its wars would depose the
unworthy monarchs and claim the crown.
Consequently, Bl. Pepin's great-grandson would be the immortal Charles the Hammer who crushed the invading Muslim armies in
the historic battle of Poitiers. His great-great grandson Pepin the Short would claim the title of king, and his great-great-grandson
would be known to History as Charlemagne.
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TFP-Related Sites

The American Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family and Property
Modern American Heroes
TFP Student Action
St. Louis de Montfort Academy
An American Knight
America Needs Fatima

The American TFP does not necessarily endorse every view and action of the organizations listed in

this "Links of Interest" section.

Links of Interest

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts
Antebellum Natchez families
Army and Navy Club
Association of Foreign Title Holders of Malta
Australians for a Constitutional Monarchy
CILANE
Colonial Dames of America
Committee of Privileges of the Maltese Nobility
Cosmos Club
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Daughters of the American Revolution
Daughters of the Cincinnati
Daughters of the Pioneers of Washington
Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati
Descendants of Austin’s Old Three Hundred
Descendants of the Founders of New Jersey
Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
First Settlers of the Shenandoah Valley
Friends of Clermont (Livingston Family)
General Society of Colonial Wars
General Society of Mayflower Descendants
Historic Charleston Foundation
Holland Society of New York
Los Californianos
Los Floridanos
Los Pobladores 200 – Descendants of the Founders of El Pueblo de Los Angeles, 1781
Military Order of The Stars and Bars
Monarchy New Zealand
National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars
National Society of Colonial Dames of America
National Society Southern Dames of America
National Society, Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America
Order of Americans of Armorial Descent
Order of the First Families of Maine
Order of the First Families of Maryland
Polish Nobility Association Foundation
Russian Nobility Association in America
Sacred Military Constantinian Order of St. George
Society of California Pioneers
Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New Jersey
Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Virginia
Society of the Cincinnati
Somerset Club
Sons and Daughters of Oregon Pioneers
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta
St. Albans School
The Alabama Society Colonial Dames XVII Century
The British Monarchy
The Century Club (New York)
The Citadel
The Dutch Royal Family
The Dutch Settlers Society of Albany
The Federation of East European Family History Societies
The Jamestowne Society
The Monarchist League of Canada
The National Society Colonial Dames 17th Century
The National Society of Colonial Dames in the State of New York
The National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the State of North Carolina
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The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Illinois
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of New Jersey
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Ohio
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Texas
The National Society of the Washington Family Descendants
The Order of the First Families of Connecticut
The Order of the First Families of Mississippi
The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America
The Romanian Royal Family
The Royal Family of Hawaii
The Royal Stuart Society
The Saint Nicholas Society of the City of New York
The Saint Nicholas Society of the City of New York
The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Connecticut
The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maine
The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York
The Society of the Ark and Dove
The Society of the Lees of Virginia
The State Society of the Cincinnati of Pennsylvania
The Union Club of the City of New York
The Union League Club of New York
The Union League of Philadelphia
Valley Forge Military Academy
Virginia Military Institute

Sites and Blogs in French

Association de la Noblesse Bretonne
Association de la Noblesse du Royaume de Belgique (ANRB)
Association de la Noblesse Europeene
CILANE
La famille grand-ducale du Luxembourg
La famille royale belge
La famille royale française
La Ligue Monarchiste du Canada
L’Institut de la Maison de Bourbon
Noblesse et élites traditionnelles dans les allocutions de Pie XII – en ligne
Société des Cincinnati de France

Sites and Blogs in German

Buy the book in German
Collegium Res Nobilis Austriae – ex AustroArchiv.com
Das Fürstenhaus von Liechtenstein
Die Monarchisten Schwarz-Gelbe Allianz (SGA)
Heraldische Gesellschaft Adler
Institut Deutsche Adelsforschung
Österreichische Kaiserliche Familie
Tradition und Leben
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Vereinigung der Deutschen Adelsverbände (VdDA)

Sites and Blogs in Italian

Alleanza Monarchica – Stella e Corona
Corpo della Nobiltà Italiana (CNI)
Movimento Monarchico Italiano
Movimento Neoborbonico
Nuovo Circolo degli Scacchi
Reale Casa d'Italia
Unione Monarchica Italiana

Sites and Blogs in Portuguese

A Cidade Medieval
Arautos d’El-Rei
As Cruzadas
Casa imperial do Brasil
Casa real portuguesa
Castelos Medievais
Catedrais Medievais
Ciência Confirma a Igreja
Contos e Lendas da Era Medieval
Fatos do Brasil Imperio
Glória da Idade Média
Heróis Medievais
Idade Média
Instituto Brasil Imperial
Jóias e Símbolos Medievais
Lepanto Frente Universitária & Estudantil
Luz de Cristo x Trevas da Irracionalidade
Luzes de Esperança
Nobreza na História
Orações e Milagres Medievais
Real Abranches
Real Associação de Lisboa
Restauradores

Sites and Blogs in Spanish

Aristocracia y Sociedad Orgánica (Argentina)
La Dinastia Hispánica de Borbón-Parma
La familia real española
Real Asociación de Hidalgos de España
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