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DAVID THOMSON LL T
by
Flora Lusk Ward
Richaerd Thomson was a mariner. He married 25 June 1579,
St. James Church, Clerkenwell Parish, London, England, Florence Cromlen,l
He was engaged in the Mediterranean trade, as is shown by his lawsuit in
1582 with the Turkey Co. He was part owner of the ship "Jesus" of London,
which was captured and taken to Algiers. Tonson, in 1583, made a voyage
to rensom the prisoners., In January, 1588, he was in Flanders and there
was solicited by some Spaniards to undertake the delivery of a great

quantity of iron ordnance, for which he would have been peid a large sum
of money. He refused, knowing the material would be used for outfitting
the"Spanish Armadae," and informed Sir Francis Walsingham, chief organizer
of the English government's secret service in London.2 In 1588, he was
Lieutenant of the "Margaret and dohn," a merchant ship, owned by Capt.
John Fisher, against the Armada, and took part the night after the first
battle, the 23 of July, and helped in the capture of Calais,(France),
of the galleass, which were large low built three masted vessels propelied
by sails and oars, and carrying 20 or more guns. His account of the battle
of Gravelines is in the British Record Society, London. Richard Tomson
was later employed to negotiate ransnm and paynent of prisoners of War.5
The Spanish Armada consisted of 132 armed craft and 33,000 men,
and was engaged with the FEnglish fleet between July 21 and 29, 1588. The
British in those days had no large fleet a8 noy,and if they owned sone
13 armed ships, and had a Navy of 146 vessels, of which some 133 were
privately oﬁhed and armed merchant vessels used in trade and piracy, they
were well supplied. These merchant ships were pressed into service by the
Crown in time of war,
Queen Elizabeth lookqé?%n piracy almost as a legitimate business,

especially against Spain. and Rome, because to capture and robd Spaniards
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was to avenge the Chriglisn martyrs of the Inguisition and despoil the
enemies of the Lord. There were no irade agresonsats bebwsen counries, as

eacnh nation was jealous and

M

froid of the othner. The »niracy against France

[o]

yielded the greatest spoils

&

f eilk anl jewels, which brought the highest

4

prices on the London market.' Therzfore, these nsrchant. seamen and treders
were ricn, respected and very nble and resourceful fighters uader all

conditions,

The del=at of the Aruada was broagnt about wiien the British sent
flaiaing ships iato the midst of the eneny, just as it was repiyrted in thie wer,
thnt the British vrevented the Germans fron inveding Englond by soreading

burning oil on the wa*er of the nglish Channel,

As usual in couitries after a war, noney was ant imnediately avail-
- £ . ) : L1 4 5 3

able to pay for the services of the orivately owned vessels and men, which
by < b4

had come to the rescue 0f their courtry, so the Crown granted froa time to

time extreordinary powers 4o their merchant seanen ror further explorations,

trade, fishing rights, end even laerze grants of land. These setilenents

were held up for years rad payaent would be made 4o the heirs of the fichiers
in meny cases.

Richard Thonson's debt was settled probably in this way, end David,
his son, was given the grent to land in New Enzland in North Aaserica. David

was christened the 17 of Decenber 1592, in the sane church in which his parents

were mrrrimip In this sane parish of Clerkenwsll, they must have lived. It

is situate in the northeastern part of London, where Oliver Cronwell is scid

L2 have signed the d2ath warrant of Chrrles I. The district wes filled with

watch and netal wgrkers in 1938, and later suffered danage by Gernan bonbs and fire.
David wre w21l educated. In the petenh of DRabert Gorges anl othere,

he is rcferrel;to a8 "gentlenan," nmeaning thoet his superior position was

rated by superior birth and breeding, and that he was worth at least

¥ 2COO.7 He is listed in the Massachusetts records as a Master mariner,



chartist, apothecary,s( a drugsist's clerk or first aid man, as now-even
given to setting bones and adainistering medicine). Under the English

law, every male child had to serve an apprenticeship, aud his father

selected and paid for it, according to his station in life. Perhaps

as his father sailed the seas, and Plymouth was an importent fortified
seapnrt, he was sent there to finish hie training begun on his father's
ships., David Thomson was well thought of by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, comaender

of the Fort at Plymouth, Captain John Mason, mayor of the city, and other

nen of importiaence.

David Thomsoa merried the 18 of July 1613, in St. Andrew's Church,
Plymouth, England, .Amyas Colle.9 This beautiful fifteenth century church
had stond in the center ol Plymouth until the present World War II, when its
picturesque barrel roof end furnishingswere burned and its monunents badly
damaged by Nazi bombing. Only the tower withstond the attacks of 1942.10
Anyss was the daughter of a well-to-do shin builder, William

Colle and his wife Agnes Bryant(Brisnt), of Plyumouth. They too were married
in St. Andrew's Church, the 10 of Feb. 1594.11W1lliam's house, shop and court-

lage stood near the "ould conduit (eanal), in Plymouth proper. 12

An affidavit by the Indian Sagamore shows that David Thomson made
a voyage to North Auerica as early as 15619, and explored the Isle of Trevour,
now Thompson Island, in Boston Harbor, Massachusetts, end was familiar with

the New England const line, living conditions and opoortunities in the new

world, David must have been emong those selected by Sir Ferdinendo Gorges

to aeccompany Thouwas Dermer, that year, from Plymouth, England, in a 200

ton vessel to New England., Captain Dermer,with several of his company,
explored parts:of New England and bargained for furs and fish, rejoining the
others, some six weeks later, the 23 of June, at Monahigan. They set sail
from that place with their rich cargo and thirty-six men and boys for Plymouth,

England, 12

Such inforuation as young Tomson geined on his trip could have in-

fluenced the Council of Plymouth, 0f Plywouth, Englend, a powerful organization
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of some tweniy srauiient nea, anliiagz a cherter dated the 3 lNov. 1620, froo

Zing James, f£or the nlanbtiag, ruling, ordering nad governing of New England
in dorin America, fron the 40th to the 4ith degree of latitude and from the
Atlantic 49 %tne Pacific oceans, tn .:nke David tneir "messenger," or con-
fidential agzent, and the nttorney of Gorgee, its executive direeisr. This
Comjeny had the zranting of =11 l=rnd in Hew Inglend for the Crom1j

From 1620 until 1622, Thnmson wes in London reoresenting the
Couacil 2 Plywath, and lonking after hie owi affairs. He abtended the
House of Lords, the 15 July 1622, tn solicit the Lords for procuring {ron

His i~ jesty, King Jemes, a sroclanation concerning fishersen in the western

parts, and 1o purish fisheruens' conteunt £or the authnrity of the Council.,
A shrewd basinees man, he was arkinz sure that he would reap & ricn rewsard for
his fishing in New Ensland watsrs, ec 8acn nan traded at his om risk, with
his ovm capital, in confroraity with England's naritime rules and the

Aseociation of llerchants. Thet same month, on the 24th, he attended the

douse of Lords for rorfeits comiitted by Thonas ‘ieston; and for drawing
15

a new patent for his om land in New England, becnuse Parliament, zealous

3
of its righte, thouzht the Ying had exceeded his authority in foraer srants,
Then, the 3 of Noveanber, he was ordered t» nny Len Pedinck, an eriplnyee,

% 10 for his last endlojuent o New Fnsland, indicating that Devid must
have gone back and forth betwesn Fnzlrnd and Aerica at a very early date.
His business for the Jounceil andarently endad the 11 Nov. 1622, when he

16

attended Sir Robert ilunsell, concerning Cant. Squibbs' comaissinm, A
captein of every ship or eoudeny was alwsys aoanissioned by the Crowm.

At that time shins were few, riske great, and it took nuch
»lanning and time to assemble capeble aen and provisions £or a long hard
journey 4n the Hew Tnglend const. It was not wntil late in the year, 1622,

wnich ended the 24 of lMarch 1622, snd not the 31 of Deceigher as our calendars

ere now, that the jouraey wae begun.
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The facts as set forth have been taken from a photostat of the

original David Thomson Indenture, dated the 16 of October, 1622, giving to
him. alone 6000 acres of land and an Island enywhere in New Englend, 1In
order to promote his colonization party, secure provisions, equipment and
skilled workmen, David entered into a five year Agreement as of December

1622, with three wealthy and influential merchants, viz.: Abram Colmer,

Leonard Pomeroy and Wicholas Sherwill. These merchants were to provide

and send men with Thomson on the ship "Jonathen," of Plymouth, England, to
New England, with victuals, provisions, etc,,"as shall suffice until they are
landed." And if they land in the space of three months, the usual time for
a voyage in those days, after the ship passes Rame Head, (a promitory just
outeide of Plymouth Sound), the residue of the three months' victuals were
to be delivered to Thomson on his landing, "there to be disposed of by him
towards finding a fit place for habitation, and to begin the same."

Thomson was to pay the greater amount or three-fourths of the
expenses of planting crops and erecting buildings on the land or island,
and the other one=-fourth was to be divided equally amonz the other three
partners. The colony was to engage in fishing, trade with the Indiane for
furs end hides, cut timber, raise grapes, crops, and engage in all other
husbandry. Thompson had a contract also to carry twenty passengers for
the Plyaouth Company. These pergons, he mmst have left, as well as his
wife, and any family and servants he had brought, at the Plymouth Plantation
on his arrival et that place, until such time as he could prepare a fit
houme for his Wife.17

He then proceeded to the Piscataqua river, which flows between

New Hampshire and Maine, and at the very entrance of this river on the west
side, 25 le;gues (each league being three geographical nmiles) northeast

from the Plymouth settlement to a point bf-lmnd: knowm as Pamnasay(later
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Little Harbor), he and his party built a fort house, which passed into
the hands of Gorges and Mason under the Laconia grant. The Fort house

is described as a strong and large place, enclosed with a large end high
Palizndo, with mounted big guns, and stored extraordinarily with shot

and ammmition, which "proved to be the Terror of the Indians,“1Qho preyed
on the unprotected settlers of the Plymouth Plantation and coast of New
Engdand.

Salmon fishing was very profitable in this river, so Thomson
and his party took an Island in the middle of the Piscataque, 'comuonly
called the "Great Island," which extended up the river to a point known
as Bloudy Point,1%nd by the sea four miles. This insured Thomson full
control over this river to the mainland.

David had power of government given him by the Council of Plymouth
of England over his 6,000 acre plantation, the:island and settlers, and he
directed the cultivating of the vine, mining, fishihg, trade with the Indiens,
and upholding of God and liberty according to the terms of his contract.,

An historic marker at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, records that
David Thomson in 1622/3 beceme the first pernenent white settler in what is
now that state,2°

Amyes, David's wife, joined him in his large Fort House and thus
became the first white woman permanently settling in New Hempshire.

Capt. Christopher Leavitt, eea captein and ‘traveier, visted
him in the sumuer and fell of 1623, at Pannaway, and describes life in
America. He ‘states David was a scholer, very cordial, snd ready to entertain
vieitors and strangers alike, freely dispensing his supplies and hospitality.

Ehe Plymouth Company suffered severely in 1623 for want of corn,
and sent Capt. Miles Standish over to Piscataqua to get some. Thomson, as
the appointed agent of that company, accompaenied him with the provisions

back to Plymouth Plantation, and there renewed his friendship with Capt.

e
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Robert Gorges,of Plyamouth, England. Thonson, as Gorges attorney, conveyed
at this time, the large grent of territory in‘Massachueetts he had selected

ed
for him, end the two men then proceed,on foot to Winnissemet (Chelsea) to

clainm it.Zl

Colonial Bovernor Bradford relates that understanding a Plantation
et Monhiggon (Island), belonging to some merchants of Plymouth, Fnglend, was
to break up and divers good sold, went hither with Mr. Winslow, But Mr.
Devid Thomson, who lived at Pennewey(Piscataqua), lnowing their purpose, took
opportunity to go with them, which was "some hindrance to then both;® for they
perceiving the joint desire to buy, held the goods at higher rates, and would
not sell & parcel to them, except they sold all, so lest they should further

prejudice one another, they agreed to buy all end divide equally between then."

They also bought a parcel of goats, which they distributed at home. The noity,

22
or half, in the goods came to sbout 400 1i.

David, after a few years, left Pannawsy,to engage in business
at Thompeson Islend, probably becasuse the growing settlements in New England
were meeting with stiff competition from the new Massachusetts Co., which in
Xhext® October, 1629, voted at a court held in London that "thie compeny
shell have the trade of beaver and all other furs in those perts, (includ-
ing Pannampy),for a term of seven years from the fifteenth of that month. 2>
This order interfered greatly with individual enterprise and usurped the
occupetion and living of many settlers.

Since David and the Indian Sagamore of Agamon had been over in
1619 Thompson Island (Isle of Trevour), lying between Moon Islend and
Dorchester, thrée and one-half miles from Boston Harbor, anéyggund plenty
of fresh weter from a small river,$hWsxay and "no Indians or wigwam or planting,"z4
he knew he could realize a good living there. Thomson built and lived in

& house near the eastern shore, just south of the center of the Island,
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for as late as 1889 parts of the basement and building were excavated.
The Farm end Trades 8chool occupied the en£ire one hundred and fifty
seven acres where David's old home stood%samid beautiful trees and shrubs.
He also claimed the neighboring pennisula of Squantum, which gave him
easy access to the sea and a fine anchorage. There he dealt in furs
and fish with the friendly Neponset Indians, who were noted trappers.

David Thomson did not live long to enjoy his Island in Boston
Herbor. There is no record of his buriml place. His young widow Amyas
became chief of the plantation, paid taxes, snd in 1630 her share, ¥ 0-12,
for the eviction of Thomas Morton, who had been selling arms, emmunition
end liquor to the Indians, and harboring men of ill repute?éNo wonen
could live alone, with a y-ung son, in the wilds in those early days
of Indian depredations, so within a short time widow Thomson married a
femily friend, Samuel Maverick (1602-post 1669), son of an English
Episcopalien clergyman, and owner of Noodles Island (Brereton), East
Boston,Massachusetts Bay, This Island Maverick had received by Charter fronm
the King of England and had built a Fort House, with four great guns as a
protection against the Indians, owned the Ferry, which he operated until
1634, and also had a grant of land in Maine. 27

John Thompson's step-father was very active in the affairs of
the colonies, was one of the earliest slave holders in Massachusetts, and
made frequent tripns to Virginia and Englend for provisions and emmunition.
There was no freedom of speech in the colonies, such as we en joy to-dsy,
and Semuel Maverick was arrested for his views regarding the baptism of
infents by.ﬁhe church, and was fined one hundred and fifty pounds sterling,
but after a long and expensive triel, his fine was remitted,28

Many changes were taking place in the New World, just before the
beheading of Charles I, in 1649, and the times of Oliver and Richard

Crowmwell, Land and offices were redistributed with the new political

perties, In the meantime Thompson Island had grown into the prosnerous
-G~



settlemnent of Borchester, while John was growing up, perhaps among his
mother's people, and the Island passed into other hands in 1634/5, 29
¥hen John reached his najority, 21 years, he brought suit against
Dorchester for the return of Thompson Island, which had been left hinm
by his father David., After careful consideration of the testimony
presented to the Massachusetts Court by Myles Standish, the old Indien
Saggamore of Agaman, William Blexton, snd otheré?JJohn Thompson wes

31
proncounced the legal owner of the Island the 10 May 1648{) and the very

successful settlement of Dorchester weas granted in lieu thereof one

thousend acres wherever it could find vacant land in Massachusetts,

John Thousoa was born ente 1625, He was a mariner, and Captain
of the ships "Eligzaebeth, " " Guift of Cod," and of the berk named "Prittie.!
He was engeged in trede between New Ingland, England, Lisbon, Barbrdoes,
80ld fish in Balboa, and elsewhere, and on one of hie trips he was to get
"four negroes" fron Guiana?a His wife's name wass Sarah —-.

Samuel Maverieck, who had m rried his mother, Amyas Cole Thonson,
wag a Royelist, and had many ups and downe in businecs between 1653 snd 1658,
while the Cromwells were in pover in England. It was not until 1660, when
King Charles II was restored to the tarone of fnzland and Scotland, that

daverick was reiistrted in royal favor. He then iade ¢ trin to London

end was granted extranrdinery powers, and the 25 Apr. 1664, was aprointed

by the King with Sir Robert Sarr, Col. Richard I'ienle and Col., Georre
Cartwri-ht, one of the first four Royal Comuissionere 45 rubjuzate the
Juteh at lanhadnes, rad to cettle every ind of controversy thet had arisen

or wiuld arise in liew tnzlsnd. His shln was authorized tn carry troops

snd to oust the Emtch rom the Atlantic coast nnd Lons Island that scme
veare With the Dutch subdued, he wne in ki~h favor. Becsuse of *his
important service and his loyalty t» the wing, he woe nresruted by e
Dl ol York, wita a honee snid ot, situnte on the easterly side of
Broadway, runnianz theoush New street, begiming 125 feet south frou
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Church street (afterwards Garden), and now Exchenge Place, New Yoric City,
and mown as 50 Broadway. lrs. Amyas Thowason Maverick lived there until
her husband's death ca 1569, Their daughter Uary laverick Palfry (irs.
Frencis Hook, of Kittery Point, llaine), received the vroperty by her father's
will, which she sold shortly at public vendue to the Deacons of the city.55
ire. Haverick then =weit “o Maine tn be near her daughter, and died post 3
Sept. 1672,

John Thowson died in Mendon, MWass., 9 Hov. 1685, and willed hie
"beloved" daughter .ehitabel Haywond, a saall suma of money. His Island had
been pledged to Joseph Jacksﬁn\and Hugh Browme, merchants, of Bristol, Fngland,
in 1650, as security for a d-bt, amounting to one hundred eand sixty-three
pounds six shillings? wnich John was unable to vay.

Mehitobell Tomson married in Meffield, llass., the 28 of Hov., 1666,
Sermel (Hayward) Howarg? b 1646, Mass., (the snn of an early Massachusetts
settler, William Hayward, and his wife, lMargery Thayer).

Samuel Hayward, Haywood, or Howard as thé nane is interchangeably
written to this day, lived in Braintree (Quiney), Mendon, and other nearby
places. He was an original proprietor of ilendon, a surveyor of highways in
1469, a selectman, 1662, = housewright, and omed much land in Howardiowm
(endon), Mass. He dAied the 29 Nov. 1713,

Their youngest son, Benjamin (Howard) Hayward, was born the 14
of Feb. 16389, Mendon, and died in 170_, at Hilford, iass. The Indiens
drove the settlers fron settlement to settlement and burned the towms.

There is no record of the varentaze of his wife Anna or Hamnah. His
father, in doasideration of a moderate annunity, deeded Beanjanin a lnrze
farm on botn side of Second Bridge (now Chnrles) river, in 1708. This
included a part »f the northerly section of the laads his fether had
taken out of comwon, extending from opposite the old Mansion House,
throuzh Howardtom, to the border of South Milford district. For

fifty years he lived at what was known as the old Hathan Wood nlace.
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He also inherited on his father s death the southeasterly part of his
father's farm, which he sold in 1755 to Captain Samuel Hayward, Benjamin

was an orizinal member of the Congregational Church, which was established
36

in 1741, He saw military service as did all able bodied men in those

days. He was the ancestor of William Howard Taft, twenty-seventh
President of the United States.

Thomas (Howard) Hayward, son of Benjamin, was born in 1719,
in Massachusetts, and died in Templeton, same state, 24 Sept. 1793, He
was the father of ten children. His first wife was Elizabeth (Gyles)
Giles, whom he married in Hopkinton, Mass., in Aug. 1746. B5he was baptised the
18 June 1729, and died at Templeton, the 24 March 1772, o1

Their son(Eleazer) Eliezer (Howard) Hayward was baptised the 7
March 1753, Mendon, Mass. and died at Shrewsbury, Vermont, 1789. He married
Kezia Shed, who wes born 25 May 1760. Her earliest ancestor, Daniel Shed,
settled at Breintree as early as 1643, and o'med much lend, including Shed's
Neck (Quincy), Mass., in Massachusetts Bay, where his descendants erected
as a memdrial a granite shaft in the form of a lighthouse, about twenty feet
high with a powerful electric light, as a beacon to the sailors of Snug
Harbor.58

Eliezer Hayward lived in Hopkinton, Templeton and Mendon,Mass.,
and Grafton end Shrewsbury, Vt. He enlisted twice in the Revolutionary
Army and served in Capt. John Moore's Co., Col. Rufus Putnam's Fifth
Regt., Continental Army, from 14 Aonr. 1777 to 31 Dec. 1779, and again
under Col. Gardner until 9 Dec. 1780. He is described in War Department
records as being five feet seven inches tall, of dark complexion.

fheir son Benjamin (Hayward) Howard was a fermer. He was born 9
July 1788, died 19 Dec. 1860, Rutland, Vt., and married 18 Jan. 1816,
Elisabeth Marshall, who was born 8 March 1792, and died 18 Nov. 1371, Olney,

Illinois., Franklin Pierce, the fourteenth President of the United States
-]ll-



vas descended from the great > grandfather of Elizabeth Marshall.

Horace Hayward, son of Benjemin, used but one spelling of
this name. He was born in Shrewsbury, Rutland Co., Vi., 1824, and
died 5 Jan. 18738, Olney, Illinois., He was educated at Troy Conference
Academy end Castleton Seminary, same state, and studied law wnder Judge
Robert Pierpont, leter Judge of the Supreme Court of Vermont, The 14
of Feb. 1849, Horace Hayward and sixteen other New Englanders, left
New York on the"Brig Empire"for Vers Cruz, Mexico, end crossed that
country on foot end by mule by way of Mexico City to San Blas, then by
"Brig Don Amingo"to San Francisco, Californie, erriving there the 15th
of June, After o e£ix montha' stay, digging gold along the American river,
he took passage the 1 December 1849 on the"Unicorn"for Fanemm, snd crossed
via Cruces, through the yellow fever end cholera stricken country to the
Atlantic coast, and back to New York by waterz9 Soon efter his return hore,
the 26 of Sept. 1850, he was admitted to the bar at Rutland,Rutland Co., Vt.;
and the 14 of Nov. that same year he arrived in Olney,Illinois, at the
home of his sunt, Clarissa Mershall, mhaxhx wife of Hiram Barney, Jr.
Horace married therethe 1 Jan. 1852, Ellen Jane MeCollough, a school teccher,
who was born in Mensfield, Ohio, the 28 Dec. 1831, end died Olney, 1 March
1898, He was a director of the First National Bank and trustee of Olney,
supervisor of the county of Richland, president of the Grayville and Mattoon
railway, end elected orobate judge of Richland county, 1873, serving in that
capacity until hisg death, & 32 degree mason, holding all offices, including
Eminent Corumender of Gorin Comnandry,

Their deughter,Tinnie Elisabeth Hayword,was born the 11 June
1857, Olne}, x¥ and died Parsons,Kans. 19 June 1894, She married the 14
Apr. 1875, Harry H, lusk, born Edinburg, Indiana, 14 Apr. 1855, end died
Parsons, Kens., 29 Nov. 1902, They were the parents of Prxpxghikdxeny xyixsx

Ralph Hayward, Roy Hayward, Flora, Don Winston and Herry Hayward, Harry Lusk,
-12=



the elder, learned the newspaper business from his father, David
Winston Lusk,ojournalist, historian, and State Printer of Illinois.
Harry,at seventeen years of age, bought and successfully published the
"Olney Republican" (later "Ledger"),at Olney. He was assistant editor
the 26 June 1878,  while his father was editor, of the "lllinois State !
Gazette," Springfield.al He purchesed the weekly®™Sun," the 14 Dec. 1878,
Parsone, Kens., which he enlarged into the "Parsons Daily Sun," the 5
Dec. 188&2 thus becoming the youngest publisher-editor of a daily paper in
that stete. He served as postmaster there 1889-94 and 1696-1901.

Flora Lusk, the only daughter, was born 14 March 1881, end married
Grafton, West Vsz., 12 July,1909, Cherles Cresap Ward. Che was educeted
in public and private schools, Mary Institute, St. Louis, Mo., and George
Washington University, Washington,D.C., During World War I, she served
in the Planning Branch, War Department, end latqg?iaw clerk, General Land

Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, D,C,
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